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stay in their own lands and fight for political and 
religious freedoms, our European ancestors fled to 
America where, because of technological advance 
and, perhaps, a stunted moral growth as becomes 
those who flee social problems rather lhan resolve 
them, they stoic the land and housing froni Native 
Americans. Why they did not remain in Europe and
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for lhe American vision) stumbling toward a wider definition of 
equality and freedom. Like the Civil War, Lincoln's murder is 
systematic and symbolic of the terrifying cost, social and personal, 
that must be paid when the dreamer comes along with visions of 
inclusiveness, equality, human rights, and justice tor the poor and 
oppressed in this land of powcrfiil white Puritan fathers and 
multinational moguls mixing inaHimon wilh blood.

In our day, shorter, shadowed and sinking, Bob 
Dylan (whom Allen Ginsberg has called America's 
greatest poet of lhe last 50 years) is an important singer 
(and protestor) of the city on a hill where righteousness 
and freedom chime (see Bert Cartwrights “Bob Dylan 
and The American Dream,0 HospiSlitY vol. 12, no. 6, 
June, 1993.). But Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. has 
. i us the most powerful witness in both word and 
deed of anyone in American history. If we hope, and

Dante's Hell oilers place and stability, and 
given the coherence between crime and punishment, 
an interpretive order to one's eternal agony. Un­
thinkable was it to the medieval imagination that a 
person has no place or that life is absurd. But on my 
back porch life oAen sways that way. Homelessness 
is another rung in the ladder of descent. 
Homelessness is Mell. Not so many months ago, 
Johnny disappeared from my back porch. He had 
lived there fbr 167 nights. Poof! Gone. C M. told 
me later that he thought he had seen Johnny on 
Boulevard as the van lumbered home wilh grit bowls 
empty and egg pots vacant. Like the black of night, 
Johnny wasn*t there one morning when I bounded 
out the back door, taking Hannah to Grady High 
School. Life hurts.

Michael lives there now Doesn't take long 
for an empty place to fill again. Like a sinkhole 
filled with flesh instead of water. Michael has a 
gentle and loving spirit. He welcomes us home and 
always charges Hannah to study hard as she prances 
off to school. He works: cleans gutters, mows and 
rakes lawns and last month had five days with a 
roofing crew. Michael dreams his American Dream.

When Jonathan Winthrop, a Puritan founder 
of the Massachusetts Bay Colony, spoke of the 
[while male] American Experiment as "a city on a

Dr. Martbi Luther King, Jr. And The Beloved 
Coininuiiity

'We are bound for the promised land. We shall 
taste the milk of freedom and the honey of equality. " given

Gght fbr their human 
rights and religious 
freedom remains a 
portion of our heritage 
that continues to wound 
and cripple our Ameri­
can culture. As they 
arrived, however, there 
was a moment of dignity 
and glory across our 
land: no homelessness! 
Native Americans lived 
in houses that befitted 
their lives and cultures; 
huts, adobes, hogans, 
igloos, Hipcks, lean-to*s, 
tents, teepees, wickiups, 
wigwams, and cliff dwellings.

What Winlhrop wanted was ior America lo be a righteous 
nation where lhe norms (housing as a human right?) of Puritan 
Christianity could be actualized without lhe troubling waters of 
social sin and history's oppressions. Puritans got us running, but 
we fumbled the ball. Walt Whitman, dreaming the American 
dreain, helped us immensely by bringing women, Native Ameri. 
cans, gays and lesbians, and African Americans into his fleshly 
celebration, and by dreaming of rich and poor folk coming to­
gether. Abraham Lincoln reached back into our Puritan roots.

Plops down a dollar for Zell,s Lotto card Scratches seeing America as the city on a hill while (like all of us who care 
out the number and knows, again, he is a loser. But 
he dreams and plays. "Some day," he sings, "I'll 
have my own place, a huge lawn to care tor und my 
own lady. Who knows, Ed, I may even have a little 
Hannah!" Michael lights his last generic cigurctte 
fbr the night, turns on his curd boa rd bed and prays 
to Yahweh: "Please, oh please, dear loving Lord— 
give me a lawn to mow tomorrow and a winner on 
the lottery. In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord and 
Savior. Anien."

some do, to redeem the 
soul of America we must 
listen to and live with the 
poor und oppressed. Dr. 
King reaches not only

- into the roots of Euro­
hill for the eyes of all the world to sec" ihcre were no pCan and African dreams 
homeless people in America. Lacking the courage to and visions but also into 

the biblical witness of 
Hebrews leaving 
Egyptland and slavery 
the Aiigel of Death slays 
the elder male of every 
family who has not 
smeared blood on the

(continued on page 2)

/ Hear Hope Banging On My Back Door 
Part VII: The American Dream Revisited
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day our daily bread! We ihirst for the milk of freedom. Wc hunger for the

We reaffirm the priocifjle that decenf shelter

are

dream is their nightmare?
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and affordable housing are fundamentaf rights 

Jn a civilized society.

combined Jesus* agenda of the Kingdom of God on earth as it is in heaven with 
Luke's and Paul's giA of the church. This new Jerusalem, this city on a hill, Dr. 
King christened the Beloved Community.

Following the interpretative insights of one of America*s great historians,

ea 
at a 
Kk

1 have a dream that one day every valley shall be exalted, every hill 
and mountain shall be made low, the rough places shall be niade plain, and 
the crooked places shall be made straight and the glory of the Lord will be 
revealed and all flesh shall see it together.

This is our hope. This is the faith that 1 go back lo the South with.
With this faith we will be able to hew out of the mountain of despair a 

stone oj hope. With this Jiulh we wi// be able lo iransjorm the junghng 
discords of our nation into a beautiful symphony of brotherhood and sister­
hood.

Newspaper
Editorial Staff -Murphy Davis, Elizabeth Dede, Ed Loring,
Dick Rustay, Gladys Rustay, CM Sherman, and Phillip Williams
Layout—Gladys Rustay, Elizabeth Dede, Anne Whee/er 或
Copy Editor--EHzabe th Dede
Circuladon--Phillip Williams and a multitude of earthly hosts and 

guests
Subscriptions or change of adeff^ss—Gladys Rustay
(A $5 donation to the Open Door would help to cover the costs 
of printing and mailing Hospitality.)

/American Dream, continued from page 1)

sts of their homes. There is no redemptive freedom without struggle and 
i. The homeless will not be housed without organized resistance and a

With this faith we will be able to work together, to pray together, to 
struggle together, to go to jail together, to stand up for equality together, 
knowing that we will be equal one day. Hits will be the day when all of God's 
children will be able to sing with new meaning—country Tis of thee; 
sweet land of equality; of thee 1 sing; land where niy parents died, laud of the 
pilgrim s pride; from every nK)unlabiside, let equality ring "― nd if America 
is to be a great nation, which it is not in these days, this must become true.

So let equality ring from the prodigious hilltops of New Hampshire. 
Let equality ring from the mighty mountains of New York.
Let equality ring front the heightening A lleghenies of Pennsylvania.
Let equality ring from the snow-capped Rockies of Colorado.
Let equality ring from the cur\faceous slopes of California.
But not only that.
Let equality ring ftx)m Stone Mountain of Georgia.
Let ecjualily ring from Lookout Mountain of Tennessee.
Let equality r/;/g from every hill and molehill of lississippi, from 

every mountainside, let equality ring.
And when we allow equality to ring, when we let it ring from every 

village and hamlet, from every state and city, we will be able to speed up that 
Jay when all of Gods children—black men and women and white men and 
women, homeless and housed, free and incarcerated— wi II be able to Join 
hands and to sing in the words of the old Negro spiritual:

Housed at last
Housed at Iasi
Thank God A Inughty
We are housed at last.

door posts _
sacrifice. * ................. -
change in the reigns of power. From the New Testament scriptures, Dr. King

HospitalitY is published 11 times a year by the Open Door Com­
munity fPCUS), Inc., an Atlanta community of Christians called to 
ministry with the homeless poor and with prisoners, particularly 
those on death row. Subscriptions are free. A newspaper 
request form is included in each issue. Manuscripts and letters 
are welcomed. Inclusive language editing is standard. For more 
information about the life and work of the Open Door, please 
contact any of the following:
Murphy Davis—Southern Prison Ministry
Ed Loring—Correspondence
Ed Loring--Resident Volunteer Co-ordinator; Guest Ministry 
Murphy Davis and Elizabeth Dede—Hardwick Prison Trip 
Phillip Williams and Dick Rustay—Volunteer Co-ordinators

If you are a person of faith, if you are a person of conscience, how can 
you be anything other than outraged at the hell of homelessness? What if our

But as our society is unraveling and rc-segregation spreads its festering rot 
throughout our culture we need to listen again to a vision that calls us to a 
common life, a shared life, a call to unity in the midst of a vital and respected 
multicultural diversity. That way our moral ledger may (for the first time) be 
in the black. As biblical charity is, ultimately, more radical than justice, so is 
multicultural diversity in pursuit of a life together, the Beloved Community, 
more radical than separatism. This vision of people speaking their own 
language but being understood (Acts 2) is the shape of community for which 
Jesus, Lincoln, Martin and, yes, Malcolm (along with thousands of others) 
died.

The maturing King, shaped ever increasingly by Malcolm X's analysis 
of white racism and the intransigence of capitalistic economic structures, 
began to dream profoundly of equality rather than liberty (desegregation and 
voting rights) as the needed norm for American redemption (See the forthcom­
ing book by Gibson (Nibs) Stroupe, While We Run This Race: Encountering 
The Power of Racism. Orbis Press, March 1995. Nibs opens our wound of 
white racism and the battle for equality in an incisive and profound way. Let 
us listen to him.). In this pursuit, like Lincoln and the radical Republican's 
program alter the Civil War, King was soundly defeated. At the time of his 
murder his vision of multicultural inclusiveness in pursuit of economic justice 
had blossomed like kudzu in a red clay Georgia ditch on a fly-buzzing after­
noon following an August thunderstorm. In a closed society the struggle 
against oppression is for freedom. In an open society the struggle is for 
equality. Dr. King learned from the SNCC students that if Wool worth's had 
served them at the lunch counter they had no money for meals. Not only do 
we need the right to buy a house in any neighborhood (freedom), we need a 
guaranteed right to housing for all people (equality). We have the freedom to 
talk all day about hunger, but we have almost no rights for food. Give us this 
day our daily bread! We ihirst for the milk of freedom. Wc hunger for the 
honey of equality.

So let us listen to a vision of the vision from my back porch. Let us 
dream with Michael from the cardboard canopy thrust against the wind and 
water of a wet night as Martin moans from his grave for those who are home­
less, horrified and hungry :

Vincent Harding, many students now agree that the "1 Have a Dicain" speech of /a'J Loi 八 a partner at the Open Door Community. 
1963 is representative of neither the depth of thought nor the radical relationship 
to capitalistic, imperialistic, and materialistic America that King held when he 
was murdered at 6:00pm on Thursday, April 4, 1968, while standing in front of 
his room 306 on the balcony of the Lorraine Motel in Memphis, Tennessee.



In 1988 the Air Force fired a dozen civilian groundskeepers and replaced

/strapped down to receive their fatal injection of drugs. Upon learning of the

■jr1 逑 and withdrawal of the directive to build the gurney restored order.

A Profitable End To All Of Tliis

What has been presented here is not an argument against having
prisoners work, but rather a sober look at disturbing trends that a fleet all of us

Work Shall Set Yuu Ercc

“They” Are Coining For You
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Editor s note: We conclude here our three-part series on prison labor We 
thank our friend Marc Worlhington, a labor oi^anizer in New A te^ico, for his 
research and writing.

America—WluH Went Wrong by Donald L. Barlctt and James B. Steele (Andrews 
and McMccI, 1992)
Prison Slavery, by Barbara Esposito and Lee Wood

Desperate Times, Desperate Measures:
I'he U.S. Economy In Chains, Part 3 
by Marc Worthington

p “dealh gurney"—the table upon which a human being to be executed is
**■ trx a* •* Intnl d zli.cv I [rwxc 1acc.cc

real use for the table (inmates had been told that it was a restraint table for 
<mental patients) 300 prisoners went on strike. The prison attempted to replace 
Rhem with inmate farm workers, but these people also went on strike, eventu- 
ally forcing the prison to contract out the work for $5,000 after a lock-down

Our country is undergoing extreme and rupid dcterioralion touching all 
aspects of economic and social lile. Intense tear, anger and stress penetrate 
lives with the rise of murders and other violent criincs, drug use, illilcracy, 
homelessness, infant mortality and polkition Reul incomes and expectations 
have dropped for many in the past 20 years as higher paying manulacturing jobs 
liave left in search of cheaper labor abroad, leaving more lower paying part- 
time, temporary and service sector jobs wilh few or no benefits.

The so-called middle class is shrinking; lhe rich/poor gap is widening. 
To avoid falling into the chasm, more people turn to jobs in growth industries 
dependent on the economic decline, like bankruptcy law and accounting.

And prisons.
The above description of a lower quality of life in which one can work 

8, 10, or 12 hours in a day and not receive pay suilicient lor adequate housing, 
medical care or education is well known by the peoples of the developing and 
underdeveloped world.

But most of us living in the U.S. (especially white males) have expected 
to reap the benefits ofcheap labor—free flowing coilcc, chocolate, produce, 
clothes, stereos, et al.

We never expected to be the low wage earners ourselves, unable to 
aflbrd electricity as the Green Giant cannery workers are in Mexico. (Green 
Giant is much greener now that it closed its Watsonville, Calitbniia plant and 
moved to Mexico. The former California employees have much less green.) 

Rarely have a people living in a time of historically significant change 
been able to recognize its significance, or been willing to act accordingly if they 
did.

“Here's Prison Labor in America, Too,M Business Week. Feb. 17, 1992.
"U.S. Widens World Lead in Locking People Up," Atlant, Journal, Feb. 11, 1992.
,'Massachusetts Governor Plaits to Put More Convicts to Work/' by Jim Bcncivcnga, 
Christian Science Monilor. Oct. 22, 1991.
"Convicts to be Used to Maintain Highways," Engineering News Record, Sept. 2, 
1991.
“A MaUur of Principle/* The Angolilc、Sept./Oct. 1991.
“Prisons and Money'* by George M. Anderson, America, May 11, 1991.
"Town llirives on
"New England Finns Eye Prisons
Sept. 18, 1989.
“Prison Lubor° by Murphy Duvis, llospilulitY, Jan./Feb. 1989
"Prisoners Help Air Force Trim Budget/* by Frank Swoboda, Washington Post, June 
29, 1988.

In 1991, the Massachusetts Public Works commission proposed to 
increase the amount and type of road work done by prisoners by having state 
inmates join county prisoners for road repair as well as inaintcnance. One 
might hope that extra road work was being planned, but in tact Governor Weld 
also proposed the elimination of 1/3 of the Public Works staff. Massachusetts is 
the same state that removed $1.2 million in the late 80's from the accounts of 
profitable prison industries lo reduce the state budget deficit.

Videos:
“Roger and McM (Documentary, 1989): follows the aRemiath of despair, 
homelessness and crime post the lay off of 30,000 GM workers in Flint, Michigan. 
“Rising Son*, (Drama, 1990): gripping fictional treatment of the changes in one 
fiimily fbilowing a factory close-down.

Economy Tied to Crime,M I,os Angeles Tins Dec. 26, 1990. 
as a Source of Cheap Labor,** Washington Post

No, the response of the good German that enabled the rise of tascism in 
lhe 20's and 30's is far more prevalent: disbelief denial, avoidance and rational­
izing. "They came for the gypsies, but I wasn't one. They came for the com­
munists and socialists, but I wasn't one. They came R)r the Jews and I wasn't 
one. Then they came for me, and no one was IclV* (Martin Nicinocller, victim of 
the Nazis). The political-econoniic equivalent for lhe U.S. could be “They caine 
for the Indian, the Mexican, the Central American, the African, lhe "unworthy" 
poor, the prisoner. .

them the next day with convicts. This incident at Florida's Tyndall Air Force 
隘.Base was excused by stating that the civilians were temporary overhires used to 
鼠.fill seasonal needs and were due fbr firing anyway.

That doesn't tell you why civilians couldn't continue to do the same job, 
蚤 nor why prisoners were now doing the work, but the fact that the labor of 
rr* prisoners comes cheaper suggests one possibility. The Washington Post 

ufcpnsoners and six others were planning to set up similar programs

and what wc can expect our lives to look like in the years to come. S20 billion 
' was spent in 1990 on programs that exliibit no signs of alleviating crime. 21 

states now have a rapidly growing private sector prison labor force in which 
employers can expect as much as 30% lower operating costs. As this contin­
ues, the push lo put more people into jail strengthens and ways to aid survival 
outside prison walls receive less attention. The emphasis on cosily construc­
tion programs has reduced the percentage allocated to alternative sentencing, 
probation and parole programs.

We can no longer pretend it doesn't a fleet us, but what can we do?
A simple start is lo avoid the emotional hue and cry assaulting us. 

While strings are tugged at with images of Uzi-toting gangs and drug dealers, 
we have to retneinber that three-fourths of the incarcerated are non-violent 
property or public order ollenders.

We can always expect crime, but we must question the alarming 
increase in lhe imprisonment rate, as well as the growing profitability of 
locking people up and selling their lalx)r. If the intent of prison work programs 
is truly "to provide inmates with the skills and work habits necessary to 
become productive members of society upon their release', as stated in lhe 
voter-approved 1990 Calitbrnia penal code amendment allowing the use of 
contracted prison labor, then each of us has a responsibility to ensure that jobs 
with living wages are available to all. Those jobs have to be there upon release 
from prison, and long, long before. And we cannot allow the economic 
opportunism and looting commilted under the guise of filling a social need to 
go one step further. Union and conununity activists are raising challenges to 
the replacement of paid civilians by prisoners and these efforts need our 
support. In Ohio, such opposition prompted one company to announce plans 
to shift its production from a prison to a local factory and the state assembly to 
consider a bill outlawing all private prison work.

Listed below are some of the source materials used in writing this 
article and addilionul resources that I've found useful in understanding some of 
the many facets discussed here.

nor why prisoners

W reported the not-surprising foct that two other bases were already using 
fcprisoners and six others were planning to set up similar programs soon. 
5/ In a macabre twist on the search fbr reduced labor costs, the Angola
匕.State Penitentiary in Louisiana attempted to use prison labor to construct the
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all. This is very diSercnt than the hysterical 
view that we are always presented with. The

Eiiianccs
Over the past 20 years, spending fbr 

criminal justice has increased by 600%, from 
about 10 billion dollars to 60 billion dollars per 
year. Thai's 60 billion dollars in one year, and 
rapidly increasing each year.

Over the past 20 years, the prison popula­
tion in the United Slates has quadrupled. This has 
been an astronomical expense, and has depleted 
funds that might otherwise have gone to heahh care, 
education, food, and housing As wc write, the 
U.S has well over 1,000,000 people locked up. In 
fact, the U.S. imprisonment rate is the highest in the 
world, surpassing even that of South Africa or 
Russia.

People in the U.S. have bought into the 
imprisonment **strategy° which supposedly battles 
crime and keeps us safe. Wc have paid for the "war 
on crime/* and we have paid for (he 44war on 
drugs/* all to no avail. The problem is, prisons 
have not reduced crime nor made us sate. The 
purpose of this article is to examine the relationship 
between crime and imprisonment in order to expose 
the fraudulent assertion, nude over and over ugain, 
that wc need more and more prisons.

Iinprisoiunent
The imprisonment rate is measured by the 

number of people in prison fbr each 100,000 people 
in the population. In the U.S. the imprisoninent rate 
was about 100 per 100,000 between 1925 (when 
the U.S. started keeping such statistics) and 1972. 
It varied a bit but always stayed about the same. 
However, since 1972, as graph #1 shows, the 
imprisoninent rate has skyrocketed In 1992, the 
latest year fbr which data are available, the impiis- 
omnent rate was 332. Note that this figure docs not 
include the number of people in jail. In iiicl, the 
total mcarceraiion rale for lhe U.S.A, in 1990 was 
a staggering 455. (Compare this figure with 46 in 
the Netherlands and 79 in Australia.)

Are these facts consistent with the image of 
murder that you have in your mind?

Production of the Conutiiltee to End lhe Marion 
Lockdown, PO Box 578172; Chicago, IL 60657- 
8172. Fall, 1993

considered a crime to deny people health care, 
education, or housing. Wc make these obvious 
points to emphasize thal whatever the relationship results are similar for Ulinois, where the rates 
between crime and imprisonment, it docsift involve for murder committed by Black and white 
mosl of these issues. people have not changed over the past decade

Murder
About 22,000 people were murdered in the 

U.S. last year. As graph #2 shows, the murder rate 
in the U.S. was about 10 (per 1()0,000 population) in 
1930 and about 10 in 1990 almost no change at

o 
1900 1910 1 920 1930 1940 1950 i960 1970 1980

Year

Has Crime Been Increasing?
Graph #3 shows crime that is measured 

by the NCS. As you can see, all crimes noted in 
the graph have remained morc-or-less the same 
fbr the past 20 years—the same interval during 
which imprisoninent has skyrocketed Graph #4 
shows crime that is measured by the UCR. Here 
an uneven pattern is obvious crime dramati­
cally increased between 1970 and 1980 and 
shgiiUy Jul leaded belwcxn 198U and 199Q.

victims of. This is what the NCS does.
Since the UCR and lhe NCS measure 

in very ditlercnt ways, they come up with very 
ditlerent views of ciitne. Bclbic considering each, 
let's first look at muidcr since it is lhe easiest to 
measure Wc believe the results will surprise you.

The Relationship Between Ciiine and Impris- 
OlUIICIlt

When wc assemble this entire picture, it 
must be lhe case thal imprisonment and crime 
have very little to do with each other. For 
example, over the past 20 years one measure of 
crime (lhe NCS) has remained the same. The 
other measure (lhe UCR) has increased about 
40% The imprisonment rate has tripled, and lhe 
expense fbr criminal justice has increased six­
fold When all of this is put together, it is clear 
that putting enormous numbers of people into 
prison has not been able to reduce the crime rate. 
In fact, this is u well-known phenomenon. For 
example, Joan Petersilia, tbnner president of the 
American Society of Criminology, in un article 
entitled "Building More Prison Cells Won't 
Make a Safer Society,** notes that: "Of lhe 
approximately 34 million serious felonies in 
1990, 31 million never entered the criminal 
juslice syslein because they were either unre­
ported or unsolved?* Thus, she continues> only 
10% of all crime ever entered the courts; about 
half of these resulted in convictions, and about a 
third of these resulted in imprisonment— 
virtually nothing compared to the toul amount 
of crime.

Consider another example. Each day we 
read hysterical headlines about gang violence.

(continued on page 5}

Wlut is Crime?
This is not as simple a question as it 

appears. For example, there is lhe sire以 crime 
that breaks the law and that sometimes results in 
imprisonment. But most crime docs not result in 
imprisonment, nor is it even a candidate lor 
imprisonment. For example, so-called domestic 
violence, or the battering of women, is almost 
never seen as a crime even though it is esti­
mated that 12,000,000 women a year in the U.S. 
urc buttered by their partners. It is also not

How is Crime Measured?
There are two main ways that crime is 

measured in the U.S. The first is with the Uniform 
Crime Report (UCR). This is computed by adding 
together all the crimes that arc reported to the police 
who in turn report it to the F B I. who in turn publish 
the findings. The other incasui e of crime comes 
from the National Crime Survey (NCS). Since 
1970, it was recognized that only a tiny proportion 
of crimes arc actually reported to the police. In 
order to know ubuul all crimes, it is ntxcssaty lo 
conduct scientiHcally sound surveys of the popula­
tion and ask people what crimes they had been
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jcclcd by television and the newspapers
Second, iinpiisoiHncnl has virtually no impact on crime. Upon

The Nature Of Imprisonment 
In The U.S.

('onclusion
We hope that this article has dcinonsUalcd Iwo mail) ihmgs. l itbl, liiat 

lhe image of crime that is fbiccd upon us by the media is distorted. Although

prisons will make them saje."
brum the Cuneclionul Assocmiiun of New York: ''The state s

tiff active in averting crimes in the early 
in

new policies 
have been staggeringly expensive, have threatened a crisis of safety and manageabil- 
ily in the prison system, and have jaded to reduce the rate of crime or even stop its 
increase. Ajiar almost ten years oj getting tough the citizens of New York atx mom 
likely tu be victims of crime tcnJay than in 1971. Moreover; (he largest rise m crime 
came ut lhe end of tha decade, chinny 1980-8i, well after the inln)dnction of nioiv

The J me f lean Bur Associatiun s Task Force on Crime has stutaJ: "Thare is 
mong convicted offenders to 

crime. “
Even the Director of Convctions of Alabama understands this situation 

"We on a train that has to be tuinad around. It does” t make any sense to pump 
millions and millions into convciiuns and have no eflacl on the crime rale."

b'malty, fivni lhe D lector of the Depart me nt of Corrections of Illinois: "No 
state has sIkjwh (hat locking up record amounts oj people adds benefit to lhe society.'

A Halton^ Ce*Hi« VidNWUt>OH S

What Do the Experts Say?
Consider comments by other experts on whether or not imprisonment 

deters crime:
By a leading crinimulogist, Hernurd Na^in: "(The results of this study] 

provide no rt I table evidence that nsk of imprisonment or time served has a nmaaur- 
able impact on the index crime rate.''

In another report: "lhe National Academy of Sconces, in a 1981 summary oj 
previous penal m^cui ch. concluded that 'caution should be exercised m interpreting 
lhe available evidence as establishing a detenvnt effect, and especially so for the 
sanction of imprisonment:"

And again, by another crnnmolo^ist, Christi Wisher: ^Incapacitation 
appears to have bean only slightly motn
1980s than in (he 1970s, Jespite a near doubling of the U.S prison populations i 
less than ten years."

From Minnesota s Assistant Comm issloner of Corr ections: "There is no 
f'nlattonship between lhe incarceration rate and violent crime. Wt 're in lhe business 
of tricking people into thinking I hut spending hundf'eds of millions [of dollars] fur 
new

second, iinpiisoiuncin has virtually no impact on crime, upon senous 
cxaininalion ul lhe lads, this i、an obvious conclusion, yet wc continue to throw 
more and moie people, niosl of them Black and Latino, into prison In reality 
(he "war on ciiinc>, and lhe **war on diugs>，have been wars on Black and I atino 
people. The main purpose of these wars has not been to light crime (since they 
could not succeed) but to distiacl us from lighting against lhe conditions in 
society which create and perpciuatc crime racism, sexism, poverty, 
homelessness, and despair

Only when wc come to understand these issues will wc be able Io begin 
lhe fight against crime; only when wc begin lu target the puisuil of human needs 
over proills will uc be able to make progress in ihis light.

* A Black niun is 7 times more likely to go to prison than a 
white man.
aA Black woman is 8 times more likely to go Io prison than 
a white woman.
•One out of two Black men will be arrested in his lifetime.
*()ne out of four black men will go to prison in hi、litctiinc.
*The incarceration rate for Black [>eople in the U.S. is 5 
times the incarceration rate for Black people in South 
Africa.
M Black people are 4 times as likely as w hite pe()|)le to be 
arrested on drug charges—even though tlic two groups use 
drugs at almost the same rate.
*lt costs more to send u person to prison for a)car than to 
Harvard University for a year

But note this: According to police, gang violence in Chicago was responsible for ms seniencmg practical. 
about 10% of all murders in Chicago last year. In fuel, almost 70% ot all 
murders are conunitted by people known to the victim and almost 40% ol nnirdcr 珀hd evince to support the conclusion (hut sending 
victims are killed by family members When viewed from this light, it is obvious prison fur longer periods of time deters others fivm commiiting 
that (here is little that prisons could do to prevent nnirder. This is especially true 
since virtually all murder is committed tn fits of passion that most experts agree 
arc unlikely to be repeated We are not saying that murderers should not be 
incarcerated We are saying that incarceration will not prevent murders. Simi­
larly, it has been demonstruted over and over again that the death penalty docs 
not deter murder.

Additionally, consider the tact that there is a vii lually unliinitcd supply 
of people who will commit crimes associated with drugs. As soon as one person 
is removed from the labor market, another icplaccs him or her. Pi isons will
never be able (o dent this supply. The "War on Drugs" has no cllcct on detcning crime, is ot utmobl seriousness lo our society, it is not what is constantly pro- 
diug usage or selling

f'inallv, consider the tael virtually all experts agree that prisons 
cause people lo become even more deeply embedded in a liic of crime. Recidi­
vism rates are over 50% in three years lor most states This is still one more 
piece of if)A)nnation that shows that prisons cannot picveiH crime.



IN OUR NAMES....

Remember, too, their families and the families of murder victims in

Abolish The Death Penalty!

to share publicly their pain of having a loved one murdered, talk about their continuous healing, and speak against the death penalty.

For more information on how you can be involved with this powerful event, contact one of the Journey of Hope organizers in your area:

7

JOURNEY
Georgia is a state troubled by violence. The solutions are not simple Murder Victims Families for Reconciliation (MVFR) brings a 
hopeful message of healing through personal struggle. People in MVFR have had a person murdered in their family. In the process of 
their own healing, MVFR members seek to break the cycle of violence by advocating the abolition of the death penalty. They are willing

SAVANNAH—Michael Freeman, 2044 Hawthorne, Savannali, GA 31404 
912/231-0123

COLUMBUS—Vicki Parton, PO Box 5811, Columbus, GA 31906 
706/3270400

For two weeks this Fall, October 1-16, MVFR will make a "Journey of Hope,, into Georgia. They will speak to schools, churches and 
others about their experiences, about the power of healing after murder, about the fallacy of the death penalty.

ATLANTA—Elizabeth Dede, 910 Ponce de Leon Ave., NE, Atlanta, GA 30306 
404/874-9652

AMERICUS—Bany Bumside, 133 S. Village Dr., Americus, GA 31709 
912/928-3131

AI.BANY—John Cole Vodicka, 1324 GA Huy. 49 S, Americus, GA 31709 
912/924-0391

The following people have died in Georgia i electric chair at Jackson, Georgia since the death penalty was reinstated in 1976:

John Eldon Smith, December 15,1983
Ivon Stanley, July 12, 1984

Alpha Otis Stephens, December 12, 1984
Roosevelt Green, January 9, 1985

Van Roosevelt Solomon, February 20, 1985
John Ybung, March 20, 1985

Jerome Bowden, June 24, 1986
Joseph Mulligan, May 15, 1987
Richard Tucker, May 22, 1987

William Boyd Tucker, May 29,1987
William Mitchell, September 1,1987

Timothy McCorquodale, September 21, 1987
James Messer, Jr, July 28,1988
Henry Willis HI, May 18, 1989

Warren McCleskey, September 25, 1991
Thomas Stevens, June 28, 1993

Christopher Burger, December 7, 1993
William Hance, March 31, 1994

MACON/WARNER ROBINS/MU.LELXiEVILLE—Lora & Bill Shain,
3901 Northside Dr., Apt. 8G, Macon, GA 31210

Please remember each of these individuals, executed in our names, 
our state.



We Need
Resident Volunteers!

New Resideitf vduiUecrs (I tor) Clue Uulder, Dave Mdicr.(、小hy Schuyler
Chris and Dave arc witli Gie Open Door as stuiuner iiila ns Cathy just began a sLS-inuiUh icsidciil v<4untcer 
term Woiddul you like tojoui them?

Join the Open Door Community
Spend 6 to 12 months as a Resident Volunteer

Or join us for the summer

Live in a residential Christian community. Serve Jesus Christ and the hungry, the homeless and prisoners. Bible study and theological 
ref/ections from the Base. Street actions and peaceful demonstrutions. Regular retreats and meditation time ut Duyspring Farm.

Contact: Ed Loring
910 Ponce de Leon Ave., NE 
Atlanta, GA 30306-4212 
404/874-9652; 874-7964 (FAX)

MARTA: Ponce de Leon #2

"You sorty

Li
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A History of the Open Door Community

A

I穿
Ajccusing myself. 1 sat in silence as (he eyes of every rider stared 
and screamed at me. “What could I have done? What could i 
have done?** I returned a sileiH scream inside the chambers of 
my hollow heart and blood filled brain.

—Ed Loring 
February, 1994

Christ Comes 
in The Stranger's Guise

by Peter R. Gatbje

The history of the Open Door Community, Chrisl Conics hi The SIrhimFs Guise, is 
available. A donation will help us lo iced the hungry and visit the prisoner. Please 
request a copy of our book Iroin: Phillip Williams

Open D<K>r Coininunity
910 Ponce de Leon Ave., Nl：
Atlanta. GA 30306-4212

I sal in the seat and held my tongue as (lie man next (o me 
began to cry. At first I only noticed die tiny (ears wading down 
his black pock-marked face. He snifTled and 1 glimpsed his hand 
wiping his cheeks and chin. Nervously my feet and buttocks 
twisted and turned, trying to hide my fear and embarrassment. 
He whelped. I cringed. He sobbed. I closed my eyes and bowed 
my head. Finally (lie bus stopped and he stumbled toward (he 
front. Reaching the door, he turned and glared a( me. 
ass son of a bitch.** he screamed and wept. Falling (hiough (he 
bus door he thudded against the cobbled sidewalk. Flailing his 
fist toward my window, he continued to bellow as the bus pulled 
away.

一 i

s
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Take a journey to • • • 

TheOtherSide

Welre Having 
A 4th of July Picnic!

$9.50 PAPERBACK 
COMMISSION ON VOLUNTARY 

SERVICE AND ACTION
P.O. BOX 117 ODC NY. NY. 10009 

(800) 444-2524

♦ The refreshing magazine of 
Christian spirituality and social concern

Can you help with a 
donation of chicken?

Please bring your donations before 
July 4, or contact Gladys at 874-9652.

Can You Find 
the Volunteers 
in this Picture?

We'll have a big celebration 
for lots of hungry homeless 
people on the 4th of July. 
Anything that's left will go in 
the soup for the rest of the

Each issue of The Other Side brings you a heal in。dose of 
forgotten voices, spiritual nurture, creative visions, and prophetic 

challenge. Here is a magazine fully committed to standing with 
Jesus on the side of the poor, working with the Spirit for 

the abolition of prisons and the release of the captives, 
striving with God for peace in all places . . . and an end to war.

The Other Side offers an energizinc array of fine artists, compelling 
writers, and sensitive poets. Because of the magazine's strong 
commitment to racial justice, you'll also find an impressive 

assortment of African American and other minority authors.

The Other Side has been quietly brineine slrcn^lh an, hope to 
concerned Christians since 1965. And now, as a reader of Hospitality, 

you can experience the magazine for yourself at less than half the 
usual price. Subscriptions are nonnally $29.50 a year. But if you

the coupon below, you get a full year for just $12.97.

Yes! Ivm ready Sor a journey to TheOtheTSide 
• . • where justice and peace embrace, 
where Sai th and love join hands!
Here's a check for $12.97. Please enter a one-year subsenption in my name!

Name  
Sinxi  
City Stale Zip  

Th. Other Sidt Box 2007, Hagerstown MD 21742
Regular price $29.50. Payment must be in U S funds. Outside of the U S., pay $21 97

•The rc4( volurHecn. and real volunteer opportunities, through non* 
government organtZ4(ioni in Invest Yourself: The Catalo(of Volunteer Opportunities. 
The comprehensive compendium of over 40,000 placements in North America and 
worldwide through over 200 noibgovcrnment volunteer organize ions.

NEW EDITION. REVISED AND EXPANDED. FULLY 
INDEXED. PHOTOS AND STORIES ILLUMINATING FULL- 
TIME VOLUNTARY SERVICE AS PROFESSIONAL 
VOCATION.

Anyoru itarebtn^for 'a teay to niakt a d职sa：.. 
nttdlook no furthtr**



for more information, contact Elizabeth at the Open Door, 874-9652
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Come Celebrate with the Open Door and the Vidalias 
Listen and Dance to the music performed by Henry Bruns, Jim Johnson, 

David Michaelson, Page Waldrop, and Charles Walston

Have Fun and Help the Homeless!
Please bring a donation: canned goods, food, 

blue jeans, money

Join us on Friday night June 10, from 8-11 pm 
Well be at Druid Hills United Methodist Church 

1200 Ponce de Leon Ave., NE, Atlanta, GA



Hello all!

Grace and Peaces of (Mail

Dear Friends:
Thank you for your energy conunihiient, and hope.

Dear Ed,

Dear Friends,

Dear Friends,Dear Partners al the Open Door,

Dear Friends,

11

Christopher Streater
Atlanta, GA

1 was raised here, and love it, but some­
times 1 am dismayed to retuni honie. Politics 
exhaust me.

Robert F. DeLano 
Frederick, PA

Jean Miller
Lee s Summit, MO

Nonn Doivia, Glyfinis and Graham Heinrichs-Gale 
it tersill, Austria

Kathry^i Reft
Baltimore, A/D

Many thanks for sending along your newsletter. 1 get Sojourners 
and The Nalicmal Calholic Reporler and 1 must say that some of the stuff 
you send out is of equal interest and value. Thanks far this part of your 
ministry.

Be sure of my continuing admiration for your faith stance and 
witness for a Jesus-based ministry for Justice and Peace.

Be in Jesus' Love and Peace—

From a friend on death row
(Wllia/n Henry Hance was executed on Maundy Thursday, 

March 31, 1994)

Ruth Maier
Haworth, NJ

out for your last visit. I
1 do hope you will be able to reschedule another visit for the near future.

I must go for now. You take care and tell everyone we all send 
our fondest love and hellos.

Peace and joy to you all.

1 blow none of you, but I know you all.
Thank you for your work to preserve the 

dignity of life.
The death penalty is repugnant to me 

because murder is repugnant. Taking life perpetu­
ates the taking of UJe.

I recently returned from Amsterdam, where 
homeless people find readily available SRO i, and 
where toilets are public and accessible from the 
sidewalk, because those people recognize that 
human needs of all kinds should be universally 
niet.

Receiving HospiBitv each month gives me hope and renews niy 
faith. Don't give up. Take courage.

God will bless you with
Peace, Love, and Joy-

Thanks for your recent letter. It was good to hear from you. Your 
letter was very heartfell. This has been a hard, painful and a harsh, 
harsh time for all of us as a very dear friend to us all named Wiliam 
Henry Hance departed froni us all the day God took him home He really 
left a niark on our hearts! But he didn T go alone, for part of us went with 
hint. In our hearts, William Henry Hance is always there. May our dear 
friend rest in peace, as his heart stopped beating, as his eyes closed to 
rest, forever

Ed, I knew Ullliam well. We were very good friends. He and 1 
were in the same cell block. It is really time for a change, Ed.

I do hope things are going well with you and al! the good folks 
there at the Open Door Conununity. 1 am sorry that 1 was unable to conie 

wasn 7 informed of the visit until it was too late.

Your publication, is always so well done. Thunk
you Your February '94 issue with the article "X Bag of Snakes'' by 
Murphy Davis is especially powerful. If you have an extra copy or 
two, I could give them away up here

Thank you!
All best wishes―

*

v
Please call Elizabeth at 876-6977

1 am now an art student in Baltimore, AID. 1 am originally 
from Atlanta and went to school down the street from you at Paideia 
School. I volunteered at the Open Door several times throughout my 
time in high school. I just wanted to tell you how much you mean to 
nie. Your work is extremely inspiring for me. Every time 1 read Hospi­
tality I am given new motivation and hope. I thank you, as do thou­
sands of others. Keep up the magnificent work, as I'm sure you will.

Yours Truly,

Thank you for keeping us on the HospmHitv mailing list these 
past eight years. For your daily work of being salty and life-giving 
people, and for the special task of regularly putting together and 
distributing HospiSlitv niayyou know Gods strength andjoy.

One of the reasons why we appreciate receiving HosDifality is 
for the perspective and injontialion given on various issues and events. 
The intemational press and media have a very different agenda! In 
light of (his we would like to ask y '〃〃 for your current evaluation of the 
impact of the Olympic ganies on the city especially as it relates to those 
without the "gold.”

Holy Week for the Schloss community is not guile like 910 s 
tradition, but it is similar in that our special obsen^nces help to focus 
our thoughts, prayers and meditations on the import of Christ s HJe, 
death and resurrection for all.

Grace and peace,



Open Door Community Worship

9：00am until 8:30pm those days (Both phone and door

Please join us!

June 5

June 12 Worship at 910

Open Door Cmnvuniity Needs

nn 

| If you have
Men's Large Shoes (12-14)

 Please ADD to the Hospitality mailing list.

Shampoo

Name 

Slinibs for Backyard Plantings Address 

I City ,State Zip. + 

| Phone 

L 

12
 -J

are not answered during our lunch break from noon until 
2:00 ). Please call in advance if you need to arrange to

Our Hospitality Ministries include: visitation and letter­
writing to prisoners, anti-death penalty advocacy, advo-

切 ui to receive donations, 
d be helpful.

 I would like to make a six to twelve month commit­
ment as a Resident Volunteer at the Open Door. 
Please send more information.

WE ARE OPEN...
Monday throuqh Saturday, telephones are answered

Chests of Drawers 
3 Pottery Commiinion Chalices

cacy for the homeless, medical services, and daily 
worship and weekly Eucharist.

Worship at 910 
Murphy Davis, preaching

We gather (or worship and Eucharist at 
5. 00pm on Sunday evenings 
followed by supper together.

from 9 00am until noon, from 2:00 until 6.00pm, and 
from 7:00 until 8:30pm. The building is open from

Silverware 
Socks 

Washcloths 
Sandwiches 

Porch/Yard Furniture 
Rugs/Carpct

come at other times. On §undav we are open from 
7:00am until noon. Sunday afternoon our door is 
answered until 5:00pm.

:found HosnitaliW helpful and would like to know more 
about the Open Door Conununity, please fill out, clip and send this 
coupon to 1 he Open Duor Cominunity * 910 Ponce de Leon Ave., 
NE * Atlanta, GA 30306 4212.

Double Bed Mattress/Futon 
Single Bed Frames, Box Springs, Mattresses

 Please accept my tax deductible donation to the Open |
Door Community.

Coftee 
Noti-Aerosol Deodorant 

Tbothbnishes 
Toothpaste 

Vascfinc 
Disposable Razors

June 26 Worship at 910 
Ed Loring, preaching

June 19 Worship at 910
Elaine Brewer, preaching

 I'm interested in volunteering. Please give me more
information.

JEANS 
Men's Work Shirts 
Men's Underwear 

Quick Grits
Cheese 

Mayonnaise 
Multi-Vitamins 
MARTA Tokens 
Postage Stamps

OUR MINISTRY..
SOUP KITCHEN—Wednesday-Saturday, 11am-12 noon 
SUNDAY BREAKFAST—Sunday morning at 910, 
7:15am
BUTLER ST CME BREAKFAST—Monday-Friday, 
7:15am
SHOWERS & CHANGE OF CLOTHES—Wednesday.
Thursday, and Friday, 2-4pm (Be sure to call; 
schedule varies)
USE OF PHONE—Monday-Saturday, 9am-noon, 
2:00pm-5pm
B旧LE STUDY—Alternate Tuesdays, 7:30-9pm.
WEEKEND RETREATS—Four times each year (for our 
household and volunteers/supporters), July 8,9,10.

Ironi 11 am til l:30tnnt Monday through Saturday, our attention is jbeused on 
icrviug tbc soup kitdjen and houschM lunch. As much as we appcciau your 
caningy this is a difficult time for u$ lo receive donations. 助"，i you can ewie 
bcjbrc 11 or after 1:30f it wou.

is focused

you 
77L4NK YOU!


