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And most importantly, at the outset we are faced 
with the violence within ourselves. The process of disarmament and noncooperation must begin with a laying 
down of the psychological weapons that we stockpile in 
our own hearts; otherwise, to act out of anger,  jealousy, defensiveness, ill-will, hatred, or violence 
is to cooperate from the very start with those forces 
which we would seek to overcome and change in our poli­
tical activities.

In this article 1 would like to discuss another, more inclusive view of nonviolence, which treats non­violence not only as a political method, but as a way 
of life. Under this broader view, nonviolence is an active belief in the force of Love and Truth which is God's Spirit in each of us. It requires a prayerful disarming of and. noncooperation with all forms and manifestations of humiliation, violence and hatred.

Such a view of noviolence immediately shifts our 
focus from the political arena, where we are most accus­
tomed to thinking in terms of nonviolence, to our daily 
lives and relationships with our family, our closest 
friends, our co-workers, as well as those whom we per­
ceive to be our opponents.

A first principle of nonviolence as a way of life, 
therefore, is that we begin by examining, and seeking to 
change our own hearts and actions. The first step, and 
one that must be taken each day, is a turning inward, a 
perusal of the soul to discover and lay open both the 
seeds and the wounds of violence deep within our own 
hearts.

And all of us are familiar with the "us against them" mentality that is pervasive in the "nonviolent" 
peace and justice movement. Who among us has not ex-

cont. on page 2

Most of us are familiar with the idea Gf. 
nonviolence. It has been a powerful method War bringing about political and social change in movements led by 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. in this country, and by Gandhi m India.

WW \ h L ........ ..ZBlhatred, division, and death that is perpetrated by our churches and our governments is the same violence and 
hatred and ill-will that we plant, cultivate and harvest 
each day in our own hearts, oftentimes toward those whom we love and care for the most. In short, even a quick 
look inside helps us to appreciate our direct participa­
tion in and cooperation with the very forces we would 
hope to change.
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When we subject our hearts to careful and honest 
scrutiny, we begin to see the petty violence that is legion within us—our bitterness against our family and 
friends; our resentment toward persons who have wronged 
us- our defensiveness toward those with whom we feel threatened or unworthy; our judgmentalness toward people 
who are different from us or who have different points 
of view and our hatred for the very persons whose 
hearts we hope to change in the name of "nonviolence.

We are faced at once with the recognition that we 
are connected to all of humanity; not just the part of 
humanity that is love and unity, but also the part that 
is hate and separation. We see that the. lies told by 
the politician or the lawyer are rooted in the same 
dishonesty and deception that we practice in our own . 
lives; that the racial prejudices harbored by our suspi­cious neighbors are our own prejudices; that the vio­
lence on the streets of our cities, or within our fami­
lies, is our own hostility and violence; that the

As a lawyer defending prisoners who are subjected to cruel conditions of confinement, especially those on 
death row throughout the South, I can attest to my own 
participation in many types of violence. At times my hatred for those who would seek to execute my clients is 
at least as intense as the hatred and anger that moti­
vates their support for the death penalty.
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principle of nonviolence is the necessity of daily 
ducing the self, the ego, to nothing by means of vc  
tary suffering. Jesus taught that "[ijf anyone wants to 

'2 iiuaeives, take up their ' (Luke 9:23). A bed- 
r follower of Christ is in the sense of a separate
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My experience as a Christian, however, has been 
that we usually fail to see the importance of suffering 
as anything more than a masochistic means of dealing 
with our own guilt. One of the most important truths 
about nonviolence as a way of life, is that the process 
of reducing oneself to nothing through suffering is not 
just a means of appeasing guilt. It is, more import­
antly, a positive act of cultivating in our own bodies 
and souls the spirit and force of love that Jesus pos­
sessed and promised in each of us. God calls us to deny 
our selves, to get rid of our egos and our sense of 
self-separateness, to make room for God and for one 
another. And it is through suffering that we create 
space for the Spirit of God within us. It is in this 
space that we develop the power of community and con­
nectedness and love, a power that is real and active and 
unstoppable, and at the heart of nonviolence as a way of 
life.

When we take this first step in a nonviolent way of 
lite we are confronted with the unescapable reality of 
our own complicity in violence. It is just at this 
point, however, that the seeds of nonviolence are

P3- It is precisely when we acknowledge 
publicly the painful reality of our own contempt and 
ill—will that nonviolence as a way of life begins.

For at this crucial level of self-awareness, we 
start to understand that we are connected to those whom 
we perceive to be the worst among us and toward whom we 
are most contemptuous. Our own hearts begin to change' 
from hatred and misunderstanding to love and knowing 
compassion. The separateness starts to wither, and the 
sisterhood and brotherhood of humanity grows, right in 
our own hearts and bodies. This change is by definition 
the beginning of nonviolence as a way of life.

Recognizing our own violence is one thing, (and for 
meet of us with monstrous egos this is no menial task), 
but getting rid of it is another. We in the advantaged 
world who have all the resources that we need for build­
ing up a life of luxury, have few if any resources for 
learning how to tear down the walls that separate us and 
the violence that consumes ns,

"If you preach the Gospel in all aspects 
with the exception of the issues which deal 
specifically with your time you are not 
preaching the Gospel at all."

-Martin Luther

squabbling, territorialism, ; ’Tence?CtS *n t^lelr wo“< with groups committed to nonvio-

Monday through Saturday, telephones are answered from 9:00 am until 6:00 pm and from 7:15 pm to 8:30 pm. The 
building is open from 5100 am until 8:30 pm those days. (Both phone & door are not answered during our lunch break 
(12:15-1:00). Please call in advance if you need to arrange to come at other times. On Sunday we are closed until 
1:00 pm. Then our phones and door are answered from 1:00 until 6:00 pm

cont. on page 4

cont. from front page

For those of us in the advantaged world, a second principle of nonviolence is the necessity of daily re­
ducing the self, the ego, to nothing by means of volun­tary suffering. J ___ 
come with me-, they must forget themselves, cross every day, and follow me." C ’ 
rock principle of life for any f_  that we must lose our selves (i... 2 c  
self, distinct from the rest of humanity) every day by taking on suffering.
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Don’t SoOdiers Pray?

by Ed Weir

Ftesfetaoe®
by Ed Loring

we

on page 5cont.

Action does seem to reflect what kind of praying 
goes on.

1
]

The words may sound right but the action needs to 
reflect the building of God's movement through compassion, love, kindness, and forgiveness.

Prayer becomes a yearning for God to take over one's life. God's power becomes activated not so much through words and mystical magic but through prayer that reveals 
God through our actions.

Ronald Reagan must have prayed to God before he 
bombed Libya. Tne results look biblical. Omar Kadafy's 
baby was killed. It's just like when David had Bathsheba's husband killed. The Bible says God punished 
David by killing his baby son.

In El Paso,Texas there is the Christ is the Answer Detention Center. Their job is to convert people to 
Christ. Ihey also happen to hold people in a prison until U.S. Immigration gets ready to send them back to 
El Salvador or Guatemala. U.S. Immigration also gives the names of these people to the home governments just in case the government would like to throw them in another prison or better yet mutilate their bodies and 
leave them on the side of the road.

God answers prayers in ways I sure don't know about. People conclude from reading the Old Testament that God uses wars to punish people. It's in the Bible 
so it must be true. The pictures of war I have seen 
often show a lot of people being tortured and killed who usually don't have a whole lot to do with any political 
ideas. I doubt God is interested in punishing these 
folks.

This dialogue was part of a discussion with three 
refugees fleeing civilian violence in El Salvador. The soldiers in question were Salvadoran soldiers who pray 
for the success of a mission that most often is the massacre of an entire village of people.

The question was direct and short: "Don't soldiers 
pray?" The answer was "Of course they do but the 
difference is the action that happens afterwards."

matters? Imagine God trying to pick a winner when two basketball teams are praying for victory.

To be a people called to put their bodies where 
their doctrines are and to be in the world but not conformed to or corrupted by the world is an exceedingly 
difficult road to travel. Perhaps the easiest way would 
be to withdraw from the world. Feeding the hungry and 
sheltering the homeless of one's own community could 
then constitute the struggle for justice. The refusal 
to participate in the world of politics and economics and culture could be the form of resistance to the world 
that wills to corrupt, control and kill the human spirit 
which is formed by freedom in Jesus Christ. But this 
is not what I mean when I say that the Open Door is a 
community of resistance.

The Open Door is a community of resistance. As 
James tells us (1:27) the life of discipleship is seen 
in two distinct although related ways. First, we are to 
work for justice among the oppressed; and secondly, we 
are to resist the powers and idols of the world which 
corrupt and eventually kill our spirits. Writes James, 
"What God the Holy Parent considers to be pure and 
genuine religion is this: to take care of orphans and 
widows in their suffering and to keep oneself from being 
corrupted by the world."

These days athletes give God credit for winning or 
successful performances. What does God care about such
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an example

Nonviolence in response to violence

Joy, fulfillment and nonviolence

on page 5
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to adults. In fact this would be passive cooperation with rather than active noncooperation with violence. 
The type of suffering to which we should gladly submit is that inflicted upon us because of our noncooperation. 
It is suffering inflicted upon us by our enemies because 
we refuse to cooperate with their violence that will ultimately cause them to see the evil in their ways and 
change.

The necessity of suffering
Some may differ with the view that nonviolence as a 

way of life necessarily requires us to take on and be 
subjected to suffering. I believe it is a necessity for several reasons. First, I think it is clear that 
we must empty our bodies and our hearts to make room for 
God's Spirit. For those of us in the advantaged world who live in a luxury of plenty, we carry much sin and 
guilt for our advantages and for the oppression we and our forebearers have perpetrated and relied upon to gain 
it. For most of us who have so much and who have obtained so much through dishonesty, robbery, slavery and 
mass slaughter, we have much to rid from our bodies and 
souls. Suffering, at least in my experience, helps me to empty myself of this baggage and to make room for the 
forgiving and compassionate Heart of God.

Second, because there are so many people in this 
world who themselves are bom into a life of poverty, 
hunger and oppression, nonviolence requires that we take 
on some of this suffering to connect to these suffering millions. If the world were different perhaps we would not need to suffer in order to be in community with our sisters and brothers. But as it is, how can we hope to 
connect with all people in the world, to really see them 
as family, when we live with such great disparities in 
daily habits, consumptions, and agendas?

Finally, voluntary suffering brings strength and 
discipline, characteristics which are absolute require­
ments for any recruit for the nonviolent life who hopes to face his or her opponents with compassion. Without 
the fearless strength and discipline bom of regular 
suffering, it would be impossible to face our opponents, who will want to cause us more pain and heartache, with 
the courage to care rather than the cowardliness of 
hostility. Just as a warring soldier recruit must be 
trained to become warlike through practice warmaking, so 
too a person who wishes to face life's struggles non- violently, must become fearless of suffering through suffering.

With all this talk about suffering, many might ask 
whether there is any room for joy and fulfillment in a 
nonviolent way of life. In fact my experience and my 
belief are that such voluntary suffering has as its 
source the same communion with God and with God's Spirit as joy, peace and fulfillment. If by taking on suf­
fering we are truly creating space within our hearts and 
our lives for God, and if it is true that God's Spirit grows within us in our suffering, then joy and ful­fillment are inevitable.

So we fast and suffer to empty. We also fast to connect ourselves to the suffering millions in the 
world. We can only appreciate our unity with all people everywhere by ridding ourselves of our sense of an 
independent self separate in space and in spirit from 
our brothers and sisters. Thus to grow in nonviolence 
means to adopt habits and take on activities that connect us with each other rather than divide us.

iFif ■-

On of the most profound experiences I have had of the joy in voluntary suffering comes from a death 
penalty trial in which I was involved over a year aao 

client against the most notorious prosecutor/indap team in this part of the country We knew frSm th^ouS 
that we were outsiders in this community, both in terms of where we lived and in our views about the riSt 
result for this trial. a

During the trial we worked around the clock We 
took one beating after another from the judge, who was 
at the beck and call of the prosecutor, and who at one point threatened to put us in jail and have us disharrad

cont.

Fasting as
So how do we take on suffering in a wav that does

Vlole?t?, ^t's take a traditional Christian 
nam®^ fasting, as an example, and explore

* „Ca? h? 311 appropriate and effective, though by no means exclusive, method of cultivating this power.
P1® traditional view of fasting as an act of pen- 

133 of gu^lt is not inconsistent with nonviolence. However, when we seek nonviolence as a 
way or lite, our penance becomes more than doing time 
fA^t°m^>?Ir+Onal In a of nonviolence, tofast means to confess that we harbor within us the 

V1°ience and death and hatred that were merci­lessly dropped upon Hiroshima and Nagasaki, and those 
r-iWeij unleashed upon millions of Jewish people dur­

ing World War II. Thus at the outset, our penance, 
thus understood, produces a connection with our" sisters 
and brothers, especially with those whom we view as the w°rst amona us?In this wav fasting becomes an active 

oyltivating understanding, connectedness, and love, especially for our would—be opponents.
Another way to view fasting is to see it as an emptying not only of the body, but also of the soul, of 

all or these forces of evil, to make space for the forces of love and good will. In the act of doing 
penance by emptying ourselves, we are making room for God s Spirit to be and grow within us. This emptvinq 
process must be done regularly. For we all know how 

.become filled again with the hatred and ill- will that is all around us.

Although nonviolence deals as much with our rela­
tionship to' our friends as it does to our relationship with our opponents, nonviolence meets its most demanding 
test in response to hatred and violence. Nevertheless, 
if nonviolence is God's will for us, then we must learn 
to accept suffering at the hands of those who do violence to us and to our brothers and sisters. This is 
a third principle of nonviolence: the necessity of 
gladly and humbly accepting the insults, arrests, and perhaps worse, inflicted on us by those whose hearts we 
want so badly to change.

Such a response is required under the first 
principle of nonviolence. If nonviolence means nonco­
operation with all forms of violence, then to meet 
violence with more violence would violate this first 
principle.

Also, a nonviolent response is the only one that 
will work a lasting change in our opponents' hearts. 
Voluntarily taking on the suffering inflicted upon us by 
our opponents is the means by which we can change the 
hatred in them to love. That is, the officials and 
persons who are putting us into jails, or hurling in­sults at our lifestyles and values, or depriving our 
brothers and sisters of necessary food, clothing, shel­
ter and even life, will lay down their ill-will and 
become recruits for justice, peace and sharing when they 
come to see the injustice of their ways through our joyful acceptance of the suffering they bring upon us.

I am not advocating passive submission to evil and 
oonression, but rather the opposite Nonviolence does not mean for example, that women should submit to the ^Ole^'of meHTor blacks to whites, or even children
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Robert McGlasson is a close friend to the 
Open Door Community and an attorney with the 
Southern Prisoners Defense Committee.

Jesus Christ calls us to struggle for justice and 
to wage peace precisely in the arena of the world that is most fallen and most powerful in its ability to 
corrupt and control. He calls us to serve and to 
liberate the oppressed whosoever they may be and 
wherever they are found. Our Lord sends us into the world to resist its death producing ways for the 
purposes of liberation, reconciliation, and the formation of a new order rooted in love of neighbor and 
structured by justice and peace for all—most especially 
the poor.

My hope is that for some these reflections will lead to new personal and spiritual experiments and re­
flections. For others, I hope these thoughts will at 
least place the idea of a nonviolent political method in some broader frame of reference. These reflections are 
by necessity quite general and broad. Hopefully in the future, if the Spirit moves us, we can hone in on parti­
cular areas of concern or interest in the search for 
nonviolence as a way of life. Because Truth is the 
ultimate standard by which we test our lives and ideas 
on nonviolence, I welcome the reader to reflect further on these suggestions and ideas, to differ with them, and 
to test them in the crucible of daily life.

And we daily fail in our resistance to the 
corrupting power of the world because we love the comfort ana security, the power and ego enhancement that 
the world so faithfully promises us. Therefore, we 
daily pray "lead us not into temptation but deliver us 
from evil." Each day we learn through failure and disappointment what Jesus means when he says that the 
road to life is hard and the door to freedom is narrow.

On a Sunday night not long ago in the midst of our 
liturgy I rested for a moment in joy as I recognized 
God's work of shaping us into a community of resistance. We were sitting in our living room passing the elements 
of Christ's body and blood to one another. Below the 
music that Murphy and David were playing we could hear, "Jane, this is the body of Jesus Christ broken for you, 
and across the room Tea whispered, "Alfred, this is the 
blood of Christ shed for the forgiveness of year sins.

Nonviolence is also a commitment to Truth, just as God is the Truth. If Truth is our goal, then we are 
less likely to harbor violent attitudes toward those 
with whom we differ most strongly. First, we will be more open to hearing another's point of view, for we know we do not have a monopoly on the ultimate Truth. Second, when we have prayerfully searched our hearts and minds and come to a deeply held belief in some Truth 
which another would ridicule or even oppose with vio­
lence we will respond with love and compassion rather 
than heated passion. We will be able to respond non- 
violently only because, in our soulful searching, we 
have already encountered these forces of violence and 
hatred. We will be able to see that we are connected to 
our would-be enemy, even at times, in their delusion, and so we will understand, and act out of that under­
standing with persistence and patient strength.

Of course, throughout this discussion we can see 
that prayer and meditation are crucial. Prayer, or 
meditation on and communication with God, helps to fill the empty spaces, created by our suffering, with God's 
Spirit. This is another principle of noviolence as a 
way of life. After all, to believe in nonviolence is to 
have faith that God's love, and therefore the love we kindle in our own hearts, is more powerful than any bomb 
or bullet or electric chair. With God's Spirit in us, 
our faith grows and so does our strength to move forward 
without fear, even in the face of violence and perhaps 
death. __

Finally, because nonviolence means commitment to 
Truth, and because it requires connecting ourselves to the world, we should not be afraid to open our souls and 
our lives for public scrutiny. The more private our 
lives are, the more we are likely to continue to operate in the delusional vacuum of selfhood, cut off from those 
with whom we share deep in our hearts the closest bond 
and identity, which is God's Spirit. Openness to our 
human family means allowing others to challenge us, to 
correct us when we are wrong, to forgive us when we mess 
up, to support us in times of weakness, and to know our 
thoughts and views and motivations.

Of course, we daily fail because we are beneficiaries of the oppression of the poor. Our life 
styles and national power are predicated upon the 
exploitation that produces orphans and widows in our world; therefore, we pray "Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in Heaven." The will to work for justice and peace is a gift from God who is liberating 
us from our false selves and remaking us in the image of 
the risen crucified Christ.

This is why I would offer fasting as a possible 
example of a suffering that may cultivate nonviolence. But fasting may not be for everyone. The most important 
point is that all of our experiments in nonviolence and m suffering as a method of cultivating it, must be d^ry* through prayer and meditation on God and God's Spirit within us.

God was with us in that jail. God was in us, and 
in between us, filling the emptiness we had created 
through many long hours and days of suffering. And God is still in that empty space.

Without prayer, without faith, our experiments in suffering quickly lead us to fear, resentment, self- 
righteousness, and self-pity, thereby cultivating the violence which we are trying to weed out. Turning back 
to the fasting example, if while we fast we fill our emptiness with lust, or envy, or self-aggrandizement, or 
competitiveness, instead of with God's Spirit, then we would be better off not fasting in the first place. In 
this connection we remember Jesus' admonition to the Pharisees, and thus to us, about fasting and praying in public.

. The lawyers from my office then went to the jail to 
our client about appeals, before heading back to Atlanta. While we stood in the waiting room of that 

tiny jail, mostly m silence, the pain rose up in me life an uncontrollable flood. As I wept I reached out 
to find the solid, warm, comforting bodies of my col­leagues, my friends, holding me as I wrenched with 
grief, and then finally as I grew limp with relief.

In reflecting on this time, I can see how much 
suffering we took on in that trial. The reverberations 
of pain still echo deep in my heart. And yet the joy of 
that moment of eternity in that dirty old jail, the iov 
nf Qiif ■Forinrr +-/-> +•>-><-» r,r.’vx+- _ _______ ___s__ _ ___ > u J

----------- cr ~— — j—KATXiy GUAJl OUU.J. 

completely collapse in the love and support and forgive- 
ness or vnnr rnmmnni hr ron v-w-, 4•__

cont. from page 3

Nonviolence

S w
this case, while knowing that the task was too great 

late returned to the courtroomafter its deliberations, and the §^hCUtRnr-r^adh^Tle sentencing our client todeath. For a while I blocked the pain, as we tried to 
w^oino and who had hours before sat
broth^ witness stand telling the jury why theirtheir. friend, their son, should not be put to
17 years1"o^ld rilne committed when he was just barely

of suffering to the point where your body and soul
K-----------t----------------------------- V. lulu J.WJ.UJ.VC

ness of your community, can onlv be described as the lav 
of God's Spirit.
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A single woman mother held the joy of her life to 
her breast while we were fed the manna from Heaven. A 
nineteen year old man from England confessed that his eves were opened to poverty, suffering and the presence 
of God in dimensions he had not known. "I shan't be the same person ever again," he shared with us. John and 
Martina - former priest and nun - were waiting for God's 
Spirit to direct them toward the poor and a life of 
resistance at the submarine base at King's Bay.

There were others of us present as well. We were 
doing what can only be done by God's grace and power; we 
were struggling to bring justice to the oppressed and not to be corrupted by the world. Therefore, we were 
gathered around the Lord's Table remembering his death 
until he comes again.

■Siu M
W. - ' eW. /

WR|

=lr=l?E2S ®?eDS5s2""2i,t2S.’-"2e21 ,*
other as cars roared by and ambulances screamed at us There we were practicing the center of the life of discipleship which is to turn the world iinwide down bv love and freedom. 1

The Open Door Community is thankful that Elizabeth Cheatham, Joe Cohen, Mark Reeve, A.B. Short and Joe 
White are no longer in prison. We give thanks to God 
for their lives and their nonviolent witness for peace.

On July 22, our five friends who witnessed against the nuclear train by sitting on the tracks in Montezuma, 
Georgia, were released from prison. The superior court judge who sentenced them each to one year prison terms 
on May 24, said he was ordering their release "solely out of consideration of the defendants themselves."

In our little circle sat Juan, an El Salvadoran who had walked from Peachtree Street to become part of 
the circle. Blacks and whites were there holding hands 
and sharing prayers for the world. Old folk - Ted is 71 and a retired U.C.C. pastor from Vermont - and babies 
Adam and Gabriel, along with six year old Hannah joined together. A woman who fights mental illness sat by a 
man whose brother's murderer is a friend of mine and 
Murphy's whom we got to know on death row.

I■am
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cont. from page 5
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Have you ever wished for something so hard
Have2S9?isSliof512ii84t„!argJ’"7

HTTi°f 1^feJu?t because the odds dared you? Then you'd know just what I mean.
I .ha'76 a laughable lofty lust for the lean 
Side of life: long lines, the "wrong" crowd, 
I mean those poor folk who cry out loud, 
Ouch! Stop clawing me!" so very often.
Sons and daughters with no place to snore out aloud.
I wish there were something I could do to soften The scars, but all I have to offer is prayer. 
You, I know, wish to be a billionaire.
I, to love and be loved by everybody everywhere.

few si'll

Rolls &

^^l^in^"1^ the ^^the night 
As we climb m and out their holes shackled by fright.

II

The truth is there are no such things On this earth. The dens you call pie; 
Will blend with the sand and be r Of time to be scattered across tl 
We must meet and come to to— 
Or else perpetually struggle 

reverse
Of love and life

1

co —1. dto_,3 as real homesbleM with to? tl? ^-^i|?lSse^m^lker 

to terms with the Maker._ ’ with that which is the 
and all that God will bless; stark 

homelessness.

\\

And so, my funky friends, 
We barter on the brink of an abyss 
So dark, dank and deep 
A downward glance deflates the breath. 
I demand you lick the gashes you inflicte< 
With those claws but you snarl reluctance 
You lured me atop this frigid peak With jazzy sounds and saccharin words: "A fine and stately pleasure dome. 
A den of hospitality..." And then unleashed your litters on me. 
You ripped off a big hunk of my heart 
And greedily stuffed it into your mouths. 
You ripped off my painful poem And teasingly claimed it for your very The hounds will howl and I’ll cry foul forever...

LtfcsL
1b
I ■W'"'’'

IE’®?!

■W I ' dj, al»
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Sleeping at the Fulton County

II

III
The streets are those places of prison and darkness 

to which our society has condemned the homeless to live 
and die. The streets are those violent places where

Health Department
by Ed Loring

A night of homelessness on the city streets is a 
small and weak attempt to get our lives and experience closer to the pain and suffering of our friends. Though 
we can only see darkly, nonetheless we can see and feel 
and touch the hardship and anguish of the daily lives of our homeless sisters and brothers as we wander the city streets beside them.

The life of discipleship is a life of constant 
conversion. God is telling us today that the place of conversion is among the poor and outcast. As we listen to the voices of the oppressed, we hear a call to the 
way of the Cross and our conversion to the Christ of the 
poor is deepened. Jesus Christ is a homeless wanderer in the downtown Atlanta streets; so we go there for healing and strength.

Coming out of Grady we crossed Butler Street and stood before the Fulton County Health Department. On the partially enclosed bench for bus riders sat seven men. I knew most of them, for we often eat breakfast 
together at Butler Street CME Church. They were trying 
to sleep sitting up. Once in a while a person would lurch forward, getting control of his weary body just 
before falling.

So Robert and I went out on the streets and in a few hours we returned to our comfortable homes. We were exhausted and our bodies ached. Yet, we were renewed 
and strengthened. Prayers of thanksgiving for God's 
call in our lives filled our hearts. If you wish to join us sometime, please call me at 874-9652.

Finally 4:45 a.m. arrived! 
with several of our sleeping com] the Labor Pool. How great was tl^_ ----------- --I finally sat down. Soon, sleepy men were being loaded into a van. Most had hard hats; all were heading for 
construction work somewhere beyond the bus line. I dozed with my chin hard pressed against my chest,  
knowing that in a very few hours I would be home in bed.

Conversely, we also spent the night in front of the 
Health Department so that we could witness to the 
homeless. By simple acts of presence we are saying that 
God loves the orphan, the widow and the stranger within our city limits. We are testifying that the church 
cares for the poor, as is demonstrated by the thirty- five winter shelters which were open this year. And we 
are proclaiming a struggle for peace and justice as we 
join together in a shared life of service, suffering and 
community. God wills that as we are brought to a deeper conversion by the poor, that we also evangelize the 
homeless’with the Good News of Christ-for-them.

In front of the Health Department slept another 
group of human beings. Seven men and one woman were 
lying on the concrete porch in front of the door. Robert and I joined them. How great it felt to finally 
get off my tired feet; however, I could not get comfortable. The concrete felt cold even on a beautiful 
Spring night when the lew was 65 degrees.

side, but then 
:ep, I finally 

. when the first 
in a chair in a 

Just over Grady's walk—in clinic area, the  .;;h"O behind us
had no nests for

Robert and I, along □anions, headed off to 
le old wooden chair when

After walking two and a half miles we arrived at 
Woodruff Park. A small park with green grassy spots 
surrounding large, concrete areas, it is located in the 
very center of downtown Atlanta. By 11:30 p.m. over 
thirty men were stretched out very uncomfortably on 
wooden-ribbed benches or huddled in the grass. Michael, 
a young roofer with bruises and scrapes all over his 
face, screamed and cursed the invisible police through 
his alcoholic haze. He wanted to go to Detox, he told us, but the police had refused to take him. After we 
offered to help him find another police person to take him, he staggered off behind the buildings surrounding 
the park, and into the dark night.

Soon my back hurt. I turned to my 
my hip hurt. Struggling to rest and sleej gave up and began to wait for 5:00 a.m. 
Labor Pool would open and I could sit : warm space. Just over Grady's walk-in clinic area, ti 
moon rested peacefully in the sky. Somewhere behind 
a mockingbird sang in disbelief that we 1— —----
our night.

We also slept in the streets as an act of 
solidarity with the homeless. We simply slept with our friends in their space for this night. We stand together and we lie down together. We work together for 
the coming of God's reign when everyone shall have a home. The act was symbolic of our faith and hope that 
we are bound together by the very will of God.

Robert wanted a drink of water, but nowhere can a drink be found along the city streets at night, now that 
the water fountain in Plaza Park has been drained dry. 
We decided to go to Grady Hospital and see if we could get past security, just long enough for a drink. We 
did! And we learned again how delicious and precious 
water is when it is so difficult to find in the concrete 
desert of downtown Atlanta.

cont. on page 9

Robert and I spent this night on the street, as we 
have spent other nights on the streets, because we have 
been freed to do what we must do. To follow Jesus 
Christ into the city is to find streets which are so often shaped like a cross. Jesus lived among the poor 
and oppressed, and the incarnation of his love and his way in these days takes place in the streets as we 
disciples follow him there.

One Sunday night not long ago, Robert McGlasson and I departed from the Open Door shortly after worship. We still had the taste of bread and wine on our tongues as 
we stepped out into the neon lighted night of Ponce de Leon Avenue. Here we began our pilgrimage to the center 
of the city to be with our homeless friends who have nowhere to go.
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Hila Corbin

Letters May 1, 1986

Dear Friends and Dear Murphy,all of you!

The Lord bless you and your work.
Cordially yours.

Lila Bonner Miller

Sunday, June 8th, 1986

Thanking you immensely.

Pray for me...
Take care!

Peace, Love, Prayers,
Justus Wirth

are thP®<P1^cestwte^edJ^* 9^ows strong. The streets

Georgia. was children m Atlanta,

Jim Zerdecki
222 East Lake Drive Decatur, GA 30030

I read the most recent issue of Hospitality and found it most interesting and artistically laid out. 
Could we get about 60 copies to put in the Druid Hills 
SS classes so these people can be more interested in the homeless? My friends and I will be responsible for 
getting the papers around to the classes if the papers are left in the lobby of the SS building.

Bolivia after 6 years is in many ways the same, and in many ways different. The poverty is much, much deeper. Some people have almost nothing to eat. Many eat only once a day - soup which is boiled water with rice, some potatoes and maybe an onion. The neo­
liberalism (laissez-faire) program of the government has been criticized by the Bolivian Bishops. The International Monetary Fund had a strong hand in the new economic program which froze wages and allowed 
prices to go to whatever the market could get.

May the Lord continue to bless you richly at the in Door! Thanks for keeping me on the mailing list at 
s Open Door. Please give my best to Ed, Rob and all.

I have visited the people I worked with years ago - the unemployed we tried to help to learn trades and 
skills. What made me rejoice was their ability to 
analyze and be critical of what is happening.

I have also visited Bishop Manrique. I don't know if I talked about him or not, but he is the prophet in 
Bolivia, and gave moral support to our ministry. He took me to see a large soup kitchen in La Paz that feeds 3,000 daily.

Greetings from Bolivia! Recently I arrived in La 
Paz, after spending two months in Central America. When I arrived, the Easter edition of Hospitality was 
awaiting me. Easter had passed, but your article has 
helped to keep the Easter Season alive! I was touched by your article, and how all of you at the Open Door are 
sensitive to the inspiration of the Spirit - to spend 
Holy Week as the homeless - to be 24 hours on the streets - that is really incarnational, and really 
inserting yourselves into the lives of the homeless.

Due to my showing-up for your eye-glass treatment center 
yesterday (Saturday, June 7, 1986 @2:45p.m.) and my 
comments after having been treated for my nearsightedness by your eye specialist, he then treated 
me for my astigmatism and importantly to me, thru the 
glasses I received at no cost to me (also Vek/ 
important to me since I'm presently extremely low m 
finances), I can see more clearly at a distance than 
I've seen in years.
There's nothing beyond superfantasmagorical thanks from 
your appreciative optical patient named Jim Zerdecki.

Appreciatively,

Today is May 1st - Feast of Joseph, the Worker. It 
is a holiday here. It is good to be able to rest. I'm 
still adjusting to the 14,000 feet altitude here in La 
Paz.

^r^^tte^uclta^trlin^T th* tracks are to those

occupied by deatlft ki^J?31^3110® beside the lands now 
the Nevada Test Site iTtn Vh greets are to me what 
and put their bodies on pray 31x1 ProtestdeatH instead of n^t£?e16 “ to test 
what the nose cones ,311=1 1116 streets are to me 
Plowshares sisters and weapons are to ourfor obeying God's win +-lr?=hers who slt ln prison cells and spears into Druninr^°h^5?lmerr?words irrto Plowshares to liw our livel^k^ We are called and sent
and sent to listen streets. We are calledthe voice of our God. streetS: for there do we hear

Letters cont. on page 10
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June 25, 1986

expressions
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(W FOR A VISIT!
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her real meanii 
in the blind ar

Moises G. Hernandez 
02713-131 
Box PMB Atlanta, GA
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The ( 
share our _ days, or weeks, 
you’d like to c

Soon and very soon.

A few days ago you received a drawing I made here of the "Statue of Liberty" arising from walls of the 
United States Prison in Atlanta with chains attach(ed) to her. wrist. This by all means is not a direct insult 
to the American people, but an expression of the reality of what we see and feel from this government's actions 
(Immigration). We all know that on the 4th of July the American people celebrated the birthday of this 
country's independence and used this wonderful lady and hpr rml mpamnrr for the world to see. But they did it 

------7— only because this government has not made the American people aware that on their own soil 
lie people (Cubans) in prisons for as much as six years, and only for the simple fact that they were invited by 
President Carter in 1980 to live and work in the land of liberty! I am merely stating fact, and since I have the 
right to do this - I. will!

>n Door welcomes anyone who would like to >me, our food, and our work for a few hours, pi pa a a call or write Jane Okrasinski if 
like to come for a visit.

Jane is a resident volunteer at the Open‘Door. Her son Adam joined us upon his birth m March. While his 
turn cooking soup is still a few years off, we look 
forward to your participation in the life of our 
diverse family!

While community struggles to be peace­
makers, it's often hard jus* to keep this 
old building in one piece. As one of our 
maintenance men, Jack Lenox helps us keep 
our house in order. Thanks, Jack!

We hear the bells of freedom ring all around us, on television, newspapers, and by the happy expressions 
from all the people who guard us - We'll continue to 
wonder what all this really means!
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THE GANDHI ‘TALISMAN’

nteft wife nfa^rq 
221/23, sftoqiw 3W1HT W, 

qf fastf-l 10002

GANDHI PEACE FOUNDATION 
221/23, Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Marg 

New Delhi-110002

RECALL THE FACES OF THE 
POOREST AND THE MOST 
HELPLESS ONES WHOM YOU 
MAY HAVE SEEN AND ASK 
YOURSELF, IF THE STEP-YOU 
CONTEMPLATE IS GOING TO BE 
OF ANY USE TO THEM. WILL 
THEY BE ABLE TO GAIN ANYTHING 
BY IT? WILL IT RESTORE THEM 
TO A CONTROL OVER THEIR OWN 
LI-E AND DESTINY? IN OTHER 
WORDS, WILL IT LEAD TO 
SWARAJ OR SELF-RULE FOR THE 
HUNGRY AND ALSO SPIRITUALLY 
STARVED MILLIONS OF OUR 
COUNTRY'S PEOPLE? THEN YOU 
WILL FIND YOUR DOUBTS AND 
YOUR 'SELF' MELTING AWAY.

arqqr qjq'ta
?r UTqtq cjqj f 1
qq mq gfqqr Sr qr 

srqqr ?qrq ^Tqr 
q at q^ mqqr 

tferrnr i qq^r qq tD qfiqY 
qrq^ feat ^q q^tq sDt 
aa^iq sqfq; q?r ar?q 
faq srrq qra^t <f qq^ mq 
q Rfeq; fa> qqr mqqt qqat 
qq£ feat qua qnqql ? qqr qq 
5^5 qrq ^tqr ? qqr qq qqq £ 
qq srqqr qftqq sfh qfq*q 
qqi^t Sr qqq fqSrnV ?

qrql Sf, qqr qrqqft qiqqt 
?qrt qq 3r qnqf qjOqf, w qq 
qtqf qft ^qqrqq qrt fq^i^qY ? 
qq ?qqr q>q^ qrqqD qrfr 
§fqqnt qrzfqY srlq Ffiq 
qtq tD qq^ fqqqq?T q^ qrqqr i
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Name

Street

City, State, Zip 

Newspaper Requests - If you or a friend would like to re- ceive HOSPITALITY, please fill in this form and return to 
Ed Loring at the Open Door Community, 910 Ponce de Leon 
Ave. NE, Atlanta, Georgia 30306

NO MORE H -PJSHIMAS
The little girl was told the ancient Japanese legend that whoever folded 1,000 cranes would have their wish come 
true. Eleven years after surviving the Hiroshima bomb, 13 year old Sadako Sasaki was stricken by the latent effects 
of the radiation. During her illness Sadako folded the paper cranes in the hope that her wish for no more Hiroshima 
victims would come true. She passed away after making 644 of the peace cranes, then her classmates folded the 
other 366 cranes so that the legend would be complete. In honor of Sadako’s memory her friends collected con­
tributions from other Japanese children so that a monument to her would be erected in Hiroshima’s Peace Park. 
Each year people from the world over place paper cranes near the base of the monument where the 
inscription reads:

THIS IS OUR CRY, THIS IS OUR PRAYER, 
PEACE IN THE WORLD.

HBIROSHIlMiA AWARENESS DAY
AUGUST 6, 1986

11:3O a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
WOODRUFF PARK AMPHBTHEATRE

(Corner Peachtree and Luckie, downtown Atlanta, near 
Five Points Marta Station)

Music: Harrison Metzger of Extremes 
Music: Melody and Tim

Reverend Tim McDonald, Southern Christian Leadership Conference
Traditional Japanese Poetry: Leila L’Abate 

Music: Ernest Jackson of ICBM
Dr. Haran, Physicians for Social Responsibility

“Able” Mabie Thomas, Georgia State Representative

*Don't miss the giant peace crane -- 30 foot wing span! Also, crane folding (smaller) will take place from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
Come help while keeping the peace crane company.

Sponsored by: NUCLEAR FREEZE/JOBS WITH PEACE AFSC (NF/JWP) • WOMEN'S ACTION FOR NUCLEAR DISARMAMENT (WAND) 
FRIENDS TEST BAN COMMITTEE • FIRST FRIDAY PEACE VIGIL GROUP • ATLANTA PEACE ALLIANCE (APA) • PHYSICIANS FOR SOCIAL RE­
SPONSIBILITY (PSR) • SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC) • CLERGY AND LAITY CONCERNED (CALC) • PER­
FORMING ARTISTS FOR NUCLEAR DISARMAMENT (PAND) • VIETNAM VETERANS AGAINST THE WAR (WAW) • FREEZE VOTERS

Qr-ro INFORMATION: 586-0460
^Arnilestone in the struggle of African Americans for democratic rights is August 6. On this day in 1965, President 
f Lyndon Johnson signed the Voting Rights Act into law. It was the will of the people which led to the passage of this 

law and in this democracy we can and will move our government toward a comprehensive nuclear test ban. 
August 6 — a day of remembrance and rededication to a world free from the fear of nuclear war and a world of 
justice for all peoples.


