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I. The Coming of the Garner: 
Forfeiting the Democratic Process

squalid sub-standard housing as we 
been acknowledged for 15 years as one of the worst and most irresponsible in 
the country (Two years ago the Atlanta Housing Authority was labeled the 
second worst in the nation.)

With our city in such a sorry state, it is no wonder that the entrepre­
neurs who conceived the notion of courting the Games for Atlanta felt that 
they could work more cfTiciently behind closed doors.

It is a long-established Atlanta tradition that the most important 
decisions about our city are made by wealthy white men in plush offices, 
wearing expensive suits and silk tics (Nowadays occasional token African 
Americans and women arc included once they've proved allegiance to the 
party line.). Ideas are exchanged, deals are cut, decisions are made, winks 
and handshakes arc exchanged—all far from the rabble of the hoi polloi. 
Democratic process is forfeited, the surface remains calm, and we proceed 
with business as usual.

Atlanta, Georgia has one of 
the highest concentrations of poverty 
of any city in the United States. Our 
infant mortality rate is higher than 
the rate in many Third World na­
tions. The Feds recently announced 
that we are the second most violent 
city in the country. Georgia is 
ranked near the bottom of the list of 
states that provide health and well­
being for its children. Our rates of 
imprisonment and death sentencing 
are among the highest in the United 
States (and the United States is the 
prison capital of the world). The 
infrastructure of the city is falling 
apart: the bridges and streets have 
been crumbling for years; the water 
and sewer systems have been 
collapsing, and the city continues to 
pay millions ofdollars in fines 
because we will not correct the 
problems that spill tons of raw 
sewage into the rivers and streams 
and endanger our neighbors down­
stream. Tens of thousands of men, 
women and children wander the 

streets, double up with family, and camp in cars and abandoned buildings 
because of the lack of affordable housing. Many thousands more live in 

tolerate a public housing authority that has

It was probably late in 1989 
before we started noticing that a funny 
pattern was emerging. Attendance at 
our breakfast, usually served to 250 or 
so, would suddenly drop of! without 
explanation. One morning we looked 
up and only 95 people were in line. 
But there was no World Series game, 
no major convention we knew about. 
Police sweeps of the homeless were 
nothing new. but they usually take 
place before major commercial events 
to spiff up the city and render the 
streets unsullied by the presence of the 
Great Unwashed.

We started asking around. St. 
Luke's kitchen, which generally served 
550 per day had fallen off to 350 on 
the same day wc had 95. It was their 
smallest crowd in years.

Finally, the reality was pieced 
together: Atlanta was bidding for the 
1996 Summer Olympic Games. Every 
time the International Olympic Com­
mittee (IOC) came to town the powers would have the downtown streets 
swept of the homeless. The international dignitaries would cruise through in 
stretch limousines, peruse the civil rights monuments, wine and dine in the City 
Tex) Busy to Hate, and move on. Then the homeless were sprung.

(The authorities will tell you that police sweeps don't happen. Any­
body who really knows downtown Atlanta knows that they do!)

From these and other experiences, we learned early on that the efibrt 
to bring the 1996 Centennial Olympic Games to Atlanta would be based on 
two important assumptions: that herculean efibrts would be made to hide the 
poverty of Atlanta; and that the process of decision-making for soliciting, 
planning, and staging the Games would be secretive and anti-dcmocratic. 
What we have learned additionally along the way is that the scheduled event 
of the Games would unleash an unprecedented orgy of megalomania^ greed 
and audacity; that the prospect of private profits would do profound damage to 
our city by draining public resources and assaulting the common good； and that 
the aura of Olympic grandeur would be manipulated to hurt and harass the 
poor and to benefit the same wealthy, white power structure that has 
benefitted from every major political and commcrical event in the city's history.
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In Atlanta there has never once been a public hearing or forum on 
the Olympics that invited criticism, or even questions. There was never a 
public Gnancial analysis by any independent group. The city and the public 
have relied solely on the figures from AOC/ACOG and their consultants 
(whose interests were obviously in keeping all the projections rosy and 
upbeat). When the deal was finally clear, and anti-poverty activists did begin 
to raise critical questions and issues, the local press cooperated in keeping 
criticism quiet.

Though it seems almost impossible to believe, by the time the Games 
a done deal, the city and state governments had quietly handed over

There exists a basic and widespread misperception: the public 
generally thinks of the Olympics as a sporting event. But in reality the 
Olympics have become a multi-national corporation.

In 1993 I was on a panel at the Carter Center for a presentation on 
Atlanta poverty to a group from the World Council of Churches. I spoke of 
the way the Olympics meant destruction of poor neighborhoods and general 
harassment and bad news for the poor. After the presentation several people
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(Olympic Atlanta, continued from page I)
And so it was with the XXVI Olympiad Billy Payne (who describes 

himself as <ca white boy from Dunwoody**- a wealthy northeastern suburb) had 
the idea, and he formed the Atlanta Organizing Committee (ACX3, later to 
become the Atlanta Committee for the Olympic Games [ACOGJ, a private, 
non-profit corporation.). At first, it deemed far-fetchcd to most, and was given 
little attention. This made it even easier to work in virtual sccrccy. The 
contacts were established, decisions made and the International Olympic 
Committee was vigorously courted before the people of Atlanta knew anything 
about it. When the IOC decided on Atlanta, one reason they acknowledged 
was that Atlanta was "unified" in its support: there was no dissent. Wow!

There was a drastic diflercnce in the way Atlanta went about it from 
Toronto, Canada and Melbourne, Australia, two other cities vying for lhe bid. 
Reporter Bert Roughton noted: "The fact is that among the 3 leading contend­
ers for the 1996 Olympics, Atlanta stands alone in its lack of vigorous public 
debate or public scrutiny of plans to host the Games'* (Atlanta Journal Consti­
tution Perspective, 4/15/90).

In the other cities the process was public and open. All plans were 
shared publicly. Dissent was heard and respected. A group of 40 advocacy 
groups organized in Toronto to form lhe "Bread Not Circuses Coalition,M 
criticizing the city*s obsession with umegaprqjects.M In Melbourne the city 
government asked honest questions about all possible negative effects of 
hosting the games: How many people would be displaced? What would happen 
to housing costs? And how would Olympic projects eflect the environment? 
They paid neutral research groups to study the questions.
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were 
sweeping powers to a sort of supcr-govcmmcntal body: the Metropolitan 
Atlanta Olympic Games Authority (MAOGA). The 1989 Georgia Legisl* 
ture passed House Bill 696, granting MAOGA power to condemn land, sell 
bonds, borrow and lend money, create its own police force, and contract with 
whomever, for whatever reason.

In other words, the state government, with unanimous support from 
the city government, and no public debate, gave away its own power and 
created an unrestrained super-governmental authority: no checks, no bah 
ances, no regulatory agency, no democratic input.

Once Atlanta had been selected as the host city, MAOGA delegated 
most of this unbridled authority to the Atlanta Committee for the Olympic 
Games (ACOG), a private, non-profit corporation headed by Mr. Billy Payne. 
Billy insists that ACOG can operate appropriately as a private business even 
though they operate (through MAOGA) with the power of a democratically- 
elected government. What a deal: they can make all the decisions privately 
and without accountability, and then turn around and use/abusc their enor­
mous power, which was handed over to them on a silver platter by presum­
ably lobotomized city and state elected ofacials. At times, even routine 
information has been diflicult to pry out of the ACOG offices. Some meet­
ings arc public and open; others are not. They dispense information only 
when they choose. Even though nobody elected Billy Payne and his staff to 
anything, they hold power that will have a tremendous eflect on the city of 
Atlanta and all its citizens for years to come.

ACOG's total projected expenditures for the Games will be over $1.7 
billion. Billy Payne's annual salary is $669,112. The salaries of the other nine 
top officers range from $223,000 to 5473,500 (that figure going to Operations 
Chief A.D. Frazier, Jr ). Billy is the highest paid head of any non-profit group 
in the United States.

The contrast is sad when we consider the many thousands of work­
ers hired through labor pools to do the down-and-dirty Olympic work for the 
minimum wage, or less. I heard the representative of one labor pool cheerily 
chirp that the $5/hour "security" jobs she oflered provided ^benefits/* Ben­
efits? Yes! Two security guard uniforms you can keep, a pair of Reebok 
shoes, and several commemorative pins. What a deal! While select individu­
als arc lining their pockets with Olympic gold, the poor who work for the 
Olympic cflbrt will be as poor after the mega-circus as they were before.

Payne's ACOG has assured us from the get>go that the Olympics 
would be staged entirely with private money. There was sufficient reason to 
question that for anyone who knew that Montreal is still struggling to pay off 
the $500 million debt left to that city by the 1976 Games. Montreal, like 
Atlanta, had been assured that the city could not possibly lose money on the 
Games.

As we go to press, one month before the games begin, ACOG admits 
to being SI 50 million short of the needed funds. Along the way, costs just 
seemed to mount up. The most recent estimate is that $810 million will be 
spent from public funds: federal, state, county, and city. Governor Zell Miller, 
whose 1996 budget slashed aid to the poor, the sick and the disabled, assigned 
four officers of the State Patrol to serve as personal body guards to Billy 
Payne and A.D. Frazier at a cost of over 5300,000 to the citizens of Georgia 
The city of Atlanta alone will spend $327 million. This is the same city, 
remember, that is too poor to repair its crumbling streets and sewers, rescue 
its public schools, care for its children, or find alternatives for homelessness, 
violence and grinding poverty.
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Atlanta has a long history of using civic projects as an occasion fbr 
obliterating poor Black neighborhoods. The white business community was 
honest in its documents in the 1950's that their purposes were to promote the 
Central Business District by the removal of "Negro" communities from the 
intown areas Over a period of two decades tens of thousands of African 
Americans (many of them homeowning families) were uprooted from several 
intown neighborhoods. The Fulton-Atlanta stadium and interstate highway 
system displaced 60,000 people— one-half of the residents of the once-thriving 
communities of Summerhill, Mechanicsville and Peoplcstown. The many 
Black-owned businesses and the community base were destroyed, leaving only 
a few liquor stores and fast-Rxxi stands. Buttermilk Bottom was bulldozed to 
make way for the Civic Center. More recently a portion of Vine City including 
several thriving Black churches, homes and a shelter for the homeless made 
way for the Georgia Dome Stadium.

The Olympics provided another such occasion. 1'hat Tech wood 
Homes, the nation's oldest housing project, stood across the street from the 26 
story international headquarters of Coca-Cola had not gone unnoticed. The

There exists a basic and 
widespread mispci'ceplion： 
the public generally thinks 
of the Olympics as a sport­
ing event, but in reality the 

Olympics have become a 
multi-national corporation.

came to me and said, *1 was in Seoul (Korea) when the Olympics came there 
■nd it was the same story.** Several other cities were represented and testi­
mony of the same phenomenon was given It seems to have come down to 
this: the sporting events are a focal point. But the real deal is about a market­
ing scheme to provide an elite group of corporations and individuals with an 
opportunity to make obscene amounts of money while they stomp on any/ 
everybexiy who might get in the way of their profits.

**Thc Olympics have been transformed over 
an athletic event into a marketing event,*' said Michael F. Jacobsen, of the 
Center fbr the Study of Commeixialism in Washington (quoted in the Nc理 
York Times March 28, 1996). And the corporate interests started early to 
stand in line to cash in and purchase sponsorships. Most prominent among 
them is Atlanta's own Coca-Cola Company, which is sinking a half-billion 
dollars into a showcase and advertising blitz to link itself with the games. 
Some have begun to call the event the "Coca-Cola Olympics." NBC is paying 
$456 million fbr the TV rights. NationsBank, hard- 
pressed to finance more than peanuts for anbrd- 
able housing in poverty-racked Atlanta, did manage 
to come up with a S300 million line of credit fbr 
ACOG.

Other corporations paid $40 million fbr 
corporate sponsorships that give them the right to 
use the word ',Olympic." (ACOG tried to say that 
nobody but corporate sponsors could legally use the 
word "Olympic. I always thought that it was a 
perfectly good English word— in the dictionary* and 
all—but too many people were ready and willing to 
cooperate with this kind of audacious imperialism ).

The New Ybrk Times said the Atlanta 
Games represented "the brassiest commercialism 
ever** in the history of the Olympics. From its $1.7 
billion budget ACOG will spend at least $ 10 million 
for ads just to discourage companies from falsely implying an afliliation with 
the Games if they did not purchase one a practice known as "ambush 
marketing?*

The first level of threatening ads are referred to as ^pre-emptive 
strikes." Of the final level, ACOG's Darby Coker says, "This is sort of like 
the A-bomb. You don't ever want to use it, but you may have to." 

Sporting Event? Marketing? Or war?
ACOG is also spending "tens of millions of dollars'* to make sure that 

"consumers" know that ACOG is the ofUcial sponsor. (Atlama Journal- 
Constitution May 30, 1996).

Bill Marks of ACOG estimates that $5.1 billion will flow into Georgia. 
And ACOG and the corporate sponsors will be there to catch every dime they 
can get.

'The Atlanta Olympic Games will be the greatest peacetime event in 
history/' Billy Payne preaches. What about, you might ask, the birth of Jesus 
Christ? the Renaissance? or perhaps a few other events we once considered 
''great" or "important?*' Oh no.

Payne is vintage Atlanta Megalomania and boostcrism to the bone. 
He has made the whole endeavor sound like a religious crusade. 4tAn idea 
founded on goodness,0 he calls it, invoking Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Funny 
talk from a guy earning S669,112 a year for his trouble. Would it be closer to 
say Man idea founded on greed/'

decision was made to destroy 114 units of Tech wood to build the 4<Olympic 
Village*9 to house Olympic athletes. While they had the bulldozer on the 
block, they went on and tore down the rest of Tech wood homes -all 1,193 
units The plan is to re-build 900 units of mixed income housing—a loss of 
more than 800 units in that neighborhood. Where did all ofTechwood*s 
residents go? Federal law has required replacement housing, and the housing 
authority promises it, but none has yet been provided The Atlanta Housing 
Authority has often been brash in its disregard of the law Section Eight 
housing was provided for some, but how many other former residents might 
be on the streets?

And what was lefl of Summerhill and its surrounding neighborhoods 
was hit again. Never mind that Atlanta already has two mega-stadiums. We 
had to build another for the Olympics. And it had to be put in Summerhill. 
The neighbors fought with a group called Atlanta Neighborhoods United for 
Fairness (ANUFF). When they lost, Mrs. Ethel Matthews demanded. "Does 

money talk louder than lower-income black 
people?" Well...

And—almost at the last minute—Billy 
Payne decided that we needed a 72-acre 
Centennial Olympic Park. The area he seized 
on had numerous small businesses, shelters, and 
day-care centers, but it was a primarily Black 
low-income area. Chamber of Commerce 
President Gerald Bartels tactfully described the 
area as "a sore and a cancer on downtown." 
And so "surgery" was performed, the residents 
chased out and the park will—they promise— 
be ready three days before the Games begin!

The estimated expenditures on construction 
of the Olympic facilities is some $550 million. 
But what are they building?

In the Sermon on the Mount we read the 
story of the foolish person who built a house upon sand. When the winds and 
rain came, the house collapsed uand great was its fall?'

The same story could be told about Olympic construction in Atlanta. 
In September, 1995, several powerful wind and rain storms moved through 
Atlanta, which is not uncommon fbr summertime weather in this city. Shortly 
after the Georgia Dome emptied aflcr a game, a section of the roof col­
lapsed, with tons of water, cement, seating, and steel crashing down. Many 
people would have been injured, or killed, if the collapse had happened while 
people were in the stadium. As it was, many hundreds of thousands of 
dollars had to be spent to repair a new structure that cost millions to build.

As Atlanta raced to complete the Olympic Village Dormitories fbr 
the visiting athletes, inspectors found that the foundations of the buildings 
were sinking. One side was nine inches lower than the other. This sort of 
settling leads to cracks in floors, walls, and ceilings, doors that won't close, 
and elevators that stop short of their destination. What will happen when the 
rooms are Hllcd with young people?

These examples of poor design, engineering, and construction are not 
just inconveniences; they are dangers and tragedies happening and waiting to 
happen. Jack Falls, an iron-worker at the Olympic Stadium, fell to his death 
when a light tower he was working on collapsed. Faulty design and inferior 
materials were to blame, and it appears that the builders knew of the dangers 
weeks before Jack Falls fell.

Another roof collapse, caused by a steel beam that gave way, 
occurred at an addition to the $2.3 million Georgia Tech Aquatic Center. The 
roof span covered 11,000 seats. This time the iron-workers felt the beam 
swaying and heard it screeching in time to save themselves. Again, faulty 
design was to blame.

If the city of Atlanta, the business community, and ACCXj care so 
little fbr the poor who have been displaced, or for the construction workers 
who arc building their temples to the God of Greed, then what makes us think 
that they will care fbr the safety and well-being of the millions of guests who 
will come to Atlanta this summer?

WoodrulT Park, in the center of downtown Atlanta, was recently 
remodeled at a cost of S5 million for the specific purpose of making the 
space inhospitable fbr homeless people (see the March, 1996 Hospitality). 
But already in the park that was re-opened in November 1995, sections of 
stonework are falling apart and rats have chewed up portions of the plastic 
sprinkler system.

While ACOG and city oflicials keep tense smiles on their faces, 
tempers arc flaring and legal papers are flying. ACOG is suing the design 
firm over the Olympic Stadium accident. The design firm is counter-suing 

(continued on page 4)
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Make low income housing our goal 
When the eyes of the world are upon us 
We ll fare so much letter I know

V»vUt 3,

Ceme， 

—r-^-

M - ItSl , y

We ll show them our closets and comers
No homeless folk will they find

Then we ll all share a Coke and a peach pie 
And have an Olympic good time

(Olympic Atlanta, continued from page 3) 

ACOG, complaining that too many costly changes 
were made. Bureaucrats galore lined up to yap 
cheerily that the 9-inch sinking of the Olympic 
Village is 4<not a problem—not in the I east.M

It is a vivid reminder: what we arc willing 
to do to the poor, wc are eventually willing to do to 
each other and even ourselves.

In the rush for the gold, they have rolled 
and stomped over the poor with no thought or 
caring for their welfare. Now they are rolling and 
stomping over each other. Suits and counter-suits. 
Finally people on such a path will selMestruct. 
Yes, oppression and greed are ultimately self­
destructive. As Proverbs says: "If you plant the 
seeds ofinjustice, disaster will spring up, and your 
oppressions of others will end." (Prov. 22:8)

But in all this frenzy of construction, is 
there nothing for the poor?

Yes indeed! In January, 1995 the city 
proudly opened a brand-new eight story jail. The 
announced cost, S56 million. (The truth is that 
with interest on the Certificates of Participation 
the cost will reach SI20 million by the time it is 
paid off in 2010.) We would be hard-pressed not 
to include the jail as Olympic construction for we 
will desperately need the increased space to hide 
the poor as the world comes to town.

will be the expectations for safety when 1,400 
staff members are pulled from the system for 
more than two weeks?

The state will also have ofllcers from the 
State Patrol, the GBI, the Department of Natural 
Resources, etc. They will roll into the city with

water restrictions in place. Our city normally con­
sumes 90 million gallons of water per day. The 
estimated need during the Games is 190 million 
gallons per day. How many visitors to Atlanta will it

will we drink? I suppose they think Coke will satisfy 
our thirst.

And how many flushes of toilets will it take 
before Atlanta's ancient, inadequate sewer system is 
overwhelmed? Piedmont Park has reeked for years 
with its open sewer running through the field. That

4

has been fixed at last but will the whole city be 
awash? Will guests stroll down Peachtree Street 
to hours of entertainment at Underground Atlanta 
where the toilets have backed up onto lower 
Alabama Street?

The streets arc collapsing ail around 
Atlanta. Two years ago a sinkhole swallowed up 
two people when a parking lot caved in. Nearby, 
Georgia Tech began to report that their ball fields 
were full of bulges and pits where sewer and 
water lines were collapsed and caved in. Every­
where you look in Atlanta you see barricades and 
bright orange warning cones, marking another 
sinkhole, another collapsed sewer pipe.

A year ago Mayor Campbell had to ask 
the people of Atlanta to limit their showers 
because damaged water mains were leaking 
thousands of gallons of water throughout the city. 
In May a water main burst and produced a 100 
foot geyser on Peachtree Street, leaving several 
businesses without water for hours. Do they 
really think this couldn't happen during the 
Olympics?

Perhaps the Olympic wheelers and 
dealers have become so focused on promoting 
their own interests that they are blind to the 
reality. Atlanta is falling apart, and we might not 
even have the Olympics. Or maybe after the 
3,976th flush the world will have to go home.

(Olympic Atlanta, continued on page 9)
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$200,000 for one-way bus tickets out of town for 
homeless people. For a while (until they got 
caught and publicly embarassed) they required 
participants to sign a promise never to return to 
Atlanta.

The city will be literally an armed camp.

With local and state resources, the number of law 
enforcement officers will be somewhere over 
25,000. All of this will be under the direction of 
the FBI since local law enforcement will be
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There is no way around it: the Olympic 
Games will be hell on the poor—especially the 
homeless. It has been clear for all the years of 
preparation that the homeless had better be out of 
sight when the world comes to town.

The police have long been enlisted to 
hassle and move the homeless poor. City Council 
has passed one after another "nuisance ordi- 
nanccM to increase police discretionary power and 
hassle the homeless. With every day closer to the 
Games the pressure increases. The harpies of the 
local media provide the sing-song complaint about 
homeless people and their obnoxious presence in 
downtown, in the airport atrium, etc.

Fulton County has recently provided some equipment, and plenty of extra barbed and 

concertina wire! We will be a city under siege.
Access to downtown will be severely limited.

I he Open Door Community will not be able to serve 
breakfast at the Butler Street C.M.E. Church as we 
have done every weekday morning for the past 
thirteen years, because the church is within the

morning 
(So we will serve the breakfast every morning at our 
home on Ponce de Leon and keep our home and yard 
as open and hospitable as we can.).

Wc wonder if it ever occurred to Billy Payne,

3

federalized. The Georgia Department of Correc- A.D. Frazier, Bill Campbell, Andy Young, Shirley
tions will contribute 1,400 staff to be credentialed Franklin, and their cohorts that there are limits to the
for assignments to Olympic activities —including
the ',Tactical Squad" on stand-by alert for assign- the quest for fame and fortune, made them unable to
ments by the Governor or the Olympics Security comprehend? Already in May, long before the dry.
Chief to special problems (The Security Chief； by hot summer days of July and August, the city has had 
the way, is Bill Rathbum, one of the former 
henchmen of Daryl Gates, infamous racist Los 
Angeles police chief).

It raises interesting questions. Many of
the state's prisons are understaffed already. What take this summer to dry up our water reserve? What
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(Editors note: Stephen Bright is the 
Director of the Southern Center for 
Human Rights located in Atlanta, 
Georgia, a nonprofit, public interest 
human rights organization which 
focuses on the human rights of prison­
ers and those facing the death penalty 
in the South. HTiile there are a number 
of areas in which Georgia needs to 
improve Us human rights record in 
order to live up to its promises to the 
world, this report describes the issues 
with rrgard to capital punishnwnt and 
prisoners.

We run here the first of 3 parts 
of this report by Stephen Bright.)

• Atlanta, June, 1996 -

GEORGIAS DEATH PENAUY:
VIOIATIONS OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS 

OF THE RACIAL MINORITIES, THE 
POOR, AND THE DISADVANTAGED

A Preference for Vengeance:
A Report on the Death Penalty and Prisons in Georgia 

part 1
by Stephen Bright

In its application to host the 1996 
Olympic games, Atlanta described itself 
as "the birthplace of the Civil Rights 
Movement,*' and ^birthplace of the 
modem human rights movement/' and 4<fbr many, 
the modem capital of human rights.**

Unfortunately, the ideals of human and 
civil rights arc oAcn not practiced in Georgia's 
courts and in its prison and jails. Georgia has 
executed more people in this century than any 
other state in the United States, Georgia has one 
of the highest rates of incarceration in the United 
States. Although African Americans arc only 27 
percent of Georgia's population, almost seventy 
percent of those in Georgia's prisons are African 
American. Twelve of the twenty persons ex­
ecuted in Georgia's electric chair since 1976 have 
been African Americans.

Georgia's court system fails to provide 
fairness and equal treatment for racial minorities and 
poor citizens accused of crimes. A recent report by 
the Georgia Supreme Court's Commission on Racial 
and Ethnic Bias concluded, 44thcrc are still areas 
within the state where members of minorities, 
whether racial or ethnic, do not receive equal 
treatment from the legal system.**

The Commission also found that poor 
citizens of Georgia did not receive fair or equal 
treatment in the state's courts Poor people seldom 
receive adequate legal representation from under­
paid and overworked court-appointed lawyers.

Once visitors to the Olympics leave the 
state, Georgia will return to the business of execut­
ing prisoners by electrocution. Georgia has carried 
out more executions, 675, than any other state in 
the United States in the twentieth centuiy. The

death penalty was struck down in 1973 in a case 
from Georgia, Furman v. Georgia. Georgia was 
among the first states to enact a new death statute, 
which was upheld by the U.S. Supreme Court 
twenty years ago. Georgia has carried out twenty 
executions since then and would have carried out 
many more were it not for decisions of the U.S. 
Supreme Court and the lower United States courts 
preventing executions in particular cases. Over 100 
people condemned to death await execution on 
Georgia's death row.

The use of the death penalty varies greatly 
throughout Georgia While many eases arc poten­
tially capital cases, the death penalty is sought in 
only a small percentage of those cases. Whether to 
seek the death penalty is left to each of Georgia's 46 
prosecutors, elected injudicial districts throughout 
the state. All 46 prosecutors arc white. There are 
no statc>widc guidelines or standards governing 
when prosecutors may seek the death penalty.

Due in large part to the wide discretion 
given Georgia's prosecutors in deciding whether to 
seek the death penalty, capital punishment in Georgia 
is characterized by gross racial disparities. The 
death penalty is imposed primarily in cases in which 
the victim is white. If the one accused of the crime 
is of African descent, it increases even further the 
likelihood that death will be imposed.

There are also great geographical disparities 
within Georgia. Some prosecutors seek the death 
penalty frequently. Some seldom or never seek it. 
The most death sentences have come from the 
Chattahoochee Judicial Circuit, which includes 
Columbus. Four people sentenced to death in 
Columbus, three of them African Americans, have 
been executed. That is more than in any other 
judicial circuit in Georgia. There are nine death 
penalty cases pending trial in the courts in Columbus 
at this time.

The death penalty is almost 
exclusively for the poor. A person 
facing the death penalty who cannot 
afford a lawyer is given a lawyer 
appointed by the court. Those 
lawyers are inadequately compen­
sated for the demanding task of 
defending a capital case and often 
provided no funds to investigate the 
case or present expert testimony. 
Many of the attorneys appointed to 
defend capital eases lack the compe­
tence and skills necessary to try a 
capital ease.

Because of the inadequacy of 
the lawyers appointed and the lack of 
resources, mental retardation and 
mental illness are often not adequately 
addressed in many cases in which 
death is considered as a punishment. 
Georgia put to death two mentally 
retarded men before passing a law 
that prohibits further execution of the 
mentally retarded. Georgia law still 

allows the execution of persons suflering from 
schizophrenia and other major mental illnesses. 
Georgia law still allows the execution of children 
as young as i 7.

All of Georgia's judges, at both the trial 
and appellate level, are popularly elected. As a 
result, capital cases are often tried before judges 
who arc more interested in winning the next 
election than in enforcing the protections of the 
Bill of Rights. Capital trials in Georgia are 
usually tried before a white judge sitting in front 
of the Confederate battle flag. People of color 
arc underrepresented in the judiciary, in prosecu­
tors* offices, and in the bar.

Georgia adopted the Confederate battle 
flag as part of its state flag in 1956 to symbolize 
its rejection of the federal constitution and the 
United States Supreme Court's decision requiring 
integration of the public schools. The flag was 
described as follows by a United States District 
Court judge in Atlanta:

The predominant part of the 
1956 flag is the Confederate battle 
flag, which is historically associated 
with the Ku Klux Klan. The 
legislators who voted for the 1956 
bill knew that the new flag would be 
interpreted as a statement of 
defiance against faicral desegrega­
tion mandates and an expression of 
anti-black feelings.

Despite the fact that the flag stands fbr white 
supremacy, denial of equal protection of the laws 
to African Americans, and defiance of federal 
authority, it is displayed in most Georgia court­
rooms. A few judges, mostly those of African 
descent, have removed the flag from their 
courtrooms.



The case of Wilburn Dobbs

Total Population
(73%)

Prison Population ^2%)

District Attorneys

12

the other 6

o
African American

A
7

(See the next issue of Hospitality for part 2 of 
this 3-part series by Stephen Bright.)

Jury make-up in the 
above executions of 
African Americans

Persons Executed un­
der the current death 
penalty statute (up­
held in 1976 by the 
U.S. Supreme Court)

During the penalty phase of Dobbs' trial 
when thejury could have heard anything about 
his life and background and any reasons I>obbs 
should not have been sentenced to death, the 
lawyer presented no evidence. Nonetheless, 
despite the racism and the wholly inadequate 
legal representation, the courts of Georgia and the 
United States have repeatedly upheld Dobbs' 
conviction and sentence.

The attorney stated that 
he uses the word "n gg r" 
jokingly.

_ White and other
— non African Arnaican

Dobbs* trial attorney 
was outspoken about his views, 
lie said that many blacks are 
uneducated and would not make 
good teachers, but do make good 
basketball players He opined 
that blacks are less educated and 
less intelligent than whites either 
because of their nature or 
because "my granddaddy had 
slaves?* He said that integration 
has led to deteriorating neighbor­
hoods and schools and referred 
to the black community in 
Chattanooga as 4tblack boy 
jungle/' He strongly implied that 
blacks have inferior morals by 
relating a story about sex in a 
classroom He also said that 
when he was young, a maid was 
hired with the understanding that 
she would steal some items He 
said that blacks in Chattanooga 
arc more troublesome than 
blacks in Walker County [Geor­
gia) ...

The case of Wilburn Dobbs, one of the 
condemned on Georgia's death row, starkly 
illustrates the racial discrimination and incompe­
tent legal representation that is found in capital 
cases in Georgia.

Dobbs, an African American man, was 
referred to at his trial as "colored” and ^colored 
boy" by the judge and the defense lawyer and 
called by his first name by the prosecutor. Two 
of the jurors who sentenced Dobbs to death for 
the death admitted after trial to using the slur

Dobbs stood trial for his life only two 
weeks aAer being indicted fbr murder and four 
other offenses. He was assigned a court- 
appointed lawyer who later admitted that he did 
not know fbr certain until the day of trial that he 
was going to represent Dobbs, and ^didn't know 
fbr sure what he was going to be tried fbr."

On the morning set for trial, the lawyer 
asked fbr a postponement, saying that he was 
“not prepared to go to trial** and that he was “in a 
better position to prosecute the case than defend 
it." Nevertheless, the trial court denied the 
motion and the case proceeded to trial.

A federal court described the defense 
lawyer、attitude towards A/rican Americans as 
follows:

6 of the trials



by Chuck Campbell

"We're

WE SHOWER OVER ISO PERSONS PER WEEK

SO WE NEED

"good

8

ISO CAZOCS PK WEEK
DEODORANT
VA5ELINE
TOWELS

See the next issue of Hospi/ality for part four 
in this six-part series from Chuck Campbell.

Sin, Grace, and the Basement Door 
-part 3 -

At 6:20 a m nine of us stood in a circle at 
the Open Door and heard the words of the prophet 
Micah: "What does Yahweh require of you but to 
do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk 
humbly with your God?" Then, following a prayer, 
wc boarded the van and drove to Butler Street 
C. M. E. Church, where we planned to share 
breakfast with the homeless people waiting for us 
there.

For an information packet on how to 
develop a Festival of Shelters in your 
commu n ity, please write S:

Ed Loring
910 Ponce de Leon Ave.f NE 
Atlanta, GA 3030&4212

(Editor 5 note Chuck Campbell leaches 
preaching and worship at Columbia 7'heologi- 
cal Seminary in Decafur, Georgia 7his article 
is the third part in a six-part series in which he 
reflects on experiences he had while working 
with the Open Door Community during his 
recent sabbatical.)

is a joyfiil place a place of handshakes and con­
versation and fellowship. 11 owe ver, the door also 
brings with it times of conflict and, almost always, a 
sense of failure and a glimpse of the cross.

On this particular morning, however, the 
line of men and women gathered f()r breakfast was 
disorderly. As I unlocked the basement door, the 
rest of our group was tfying to bring some order to 
the line When these efforts failed, the decision 
was made to return to 910 without serving the 
meal. I rclocked the door, and everyone except Ed 
Loring and I climbed back into the van and re­
turned to the Open Door. Ed and I remained 
behind and listened to the anger and frustration of 
the hungry people who would receive no breakfast 
that morning "I've been here waiting since 5:00!” 
'Tm hungry man, and I've got to go to work!" 
"And you call yourselves Christians!*' <€It's not 
fair. I wasn't causing any trouble. Why can't I 
get something to cat?" All Ed and 1 couki reply 
was, tcNo, it's not fair, but wc have to have some 
order to serve the breakfast. Wc know wc re 
sinners. We'll be back in the morning."

Although this was my first time to go to 
Butler Street on one of those rare occasions when 
the meal is not served, I have had similar experi­
ences on a smaller scale while "wenking the door" 
at the breakfast. The person at the door checks 
for tickets, determines the number of scats avail­
able at a given moment, and decides how many 
people come inside to eat and how many remain 
outside waiting. In many ways the bnsement door

to a deeper awareness of my limitations and 
sinfulness, as well as to a greater dependence on 
the grace of Jesus Christ. What a revelation this 
has been! I had always assumed that discipleship 
followed the confession of sin and acceptance of 
forgiveness. The basement door, however, like 
the text from Micah, has taught me that this 
process is actually reversed: wc do not fully 
know the depths of our sin and the reality of 
God's grace until wc put our bodies on the path 
of discipleship. The door at Butler Street makes 
a person humble.

The text from Micah also forced me to 
think more deeply about justice and kindness in 
relation to the Butler Street breakfast On the 
morning we refused to serve breakfast to hungry 
people, our actions seemed to be anything but just 
and kind. On one level, we could only respond, 
"We have failed. Wc are sinners. Lord have 
mercy upon us." At another level, however, 
Micah reminded me that the Butler Street 
breakfast is not just about giving food, but about 
sharing meals. The purpose of the breakfast is 
not simply to throw fbod at hungry people as if 
they were animals. Rather, the purpose is to 
share meals together, day after day, which 
requires some order. Providing a peaceful meal 
f()r the homeless, I realized, is a greater act of 
kindness than slopping fbod on a tray in the midst 
of chaos. Similarly, treating people as responsible 
human beings and inviting them to come to the 
table with dignity is an important way of doing 
justice, i ur when people sd together al mblc m 
peace and dignity, G(xTs shalom begins to be­
come a reality.

When the goal is meal fellowship, 
sometimes fiwd won't be served. To be sure, 
confession is required whenever the grits are 
returned to 910, just as confession is necessary 
each day at the door. However, in the midst of 
fiiilure. humbled before God. vve are reminded by 
Micah of our purpose and our hope.

1 he person working the door is the one who 
has to say, <eNo.M lfNo, you can t come in yet. ... I 
know it's 35 degrees and pouring down rain, but 
there's no room at the tables right now." tfNo, you 
can't use the bathroom right now. Wc re too busy.' 
And, worst of all, "No, we re not serving breakfast 
anymore; you're too late/' The scale is smaller lhan 
it was on the morning wc did not serve breakfast at 
all, but the anger, frustration, and conflict arc just as 
real. And the feelings of failure arc much the same.

In Revelation 3:20 Jesus says, "Listen! I 
standing at the door, kn(Kking; if you hear myam 

voice and open the door, I will come in to you and 
cat with you. and you with me.” The person work­
ing lhe door at Butler Street is the one who oficn 
has to say "no" to that knock "no" to the Jesus 
who comes to the door hungry or Ihirsty or naked. 
And, as Ron Jackson, a member of the Open Door 
Community, commented, "It just breaks your heart.''

For every "no,'' however, the person at the 
door gets to say "yes" dozens of times. Indeed, this 
''yes" is the larger context of every no: 
back. The grits and eggs, oranges and coflcc arc 
ready. Welcome!” This "yes." however, also has its 
cost Even the "yes" is, in a profound sense, unfair; 
fbr it is spoken in the context of an unfair system 
that fbrees some people to live on the streets and 
wait in grit lines. Even the "yes" poignantly reminds 
me. in pat licular, that i am scivnig asanother 
white, male "gatekeeper'' G)r many poor African- 
Americans. Even the "yes'' can break your heart, 
for it must be spoken lacc-to-facc with the poor. 
Indeed, each "yes'' brings an encounter with the 
crucified Jesus, who comes to the door hungry, and 
rejected.

Within this context, I heard the words of 
Micah: "What does Yahweh require of you but to 
do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly 
uith your God?" 1 he order of these three demands, 
I realized, is important: justice, kindness, humility. In 
the process of continually seeking to do justice and 

love kindness, wc arc led to 
humility before God. As 
we seek to be disciples of 
the poor, hungry, rejected 
Jesus, we encounter our 
sinfulness and our reliance 
on God's grace.
The basement door at 
Butler Street C. M E. 
Church has brought this 
reality home to me time and 
again. I suspect I began 
volunteering at the break­
fast in order to feel like I 
was doing some 
works," like I was being a 
more faithful disciple. I 
know I did not volunteer to 
have my heart broken. 
Ironically, however, at the 
basement door 1 have come 

j not to greater coniidcncc in 
my own "good works/' but



V Post-Olympic Atlanta
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• Unauthorized
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We need
hosts who can help

Join us as a Resident Volunteer!

6

6 to 12 months as t RtfiJtgf Voltatur
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Murphy Da\is is a Partner at the Open Door 
Community.

But the house of gold is built on sand It 
will fall. And great will be its fall.

* Blocking
* Criminal trespass
* Use of ''fighting words”
* Being in a known drug

■ L i“ i/t j r”id・ntid Chriftitn ccmmurnty.
・ J^sus Chritt hungty, tnJprito^rs.
-8ibl・ ftuJy thsolojial r^fUctioHf from 血 8・f
-Sm■/ Bctiont
• Rsjultr r^trufs "/E・dihtig H D・yspring Firm.

PLEASE HELP PROTECT 
THE RIGHTS OF 

ALL ATLANTANS! ! !

We Can No 
Longer Accept 

Collect Calls

public view, 
may 
can

STAND UP FOR
YOUR RIGHTS!!!

We are sorry. With deregulation of 
the phone companies, we are not 
able to control the flow of collect 
calls into our voice mall. It has 
become too expensive to main­
tain, and we have had to put a 
block on our phone line. If you are 
In prison/jaiL please try to write us a 
letter. We would love to hear from 
you.

Ctnticl: Elizabeth 0H, 
910 Pence d・ L«on A“.，NE 
Atltnlt, CA 30306-4212 
4O4/874・9652; 87，.7964 (fix)

cis serve food and coffee to 
the homeleM during the 
Olympics. We will be pre- 
pared to keep our hotue 
and yard open for sanctu­
ary for our homeless 
friends during this lime.

(Olympic Atlanta, continued from page 4)
The psalmist sings about evil people who 

build traps for others. They end up (Idling into their 
own traps. The city of Atlanta won't provide public 
toilets, so it might just end up down the sewer.

The frenzy is far from over. The con­
struction crews fly in different directions around 
the city. Tenants of intown apartments arc evicted 
to make room for landlords who want to enjoy 
outrageously inflated rents throughout the summer. 
Signs litter the light posts: "Rent your house—up to 
$1,500 per day.** The enormous energy, resources, 
and expertise of our city are being dumped into 
what promises to be an insane (and perhaps 
unmanageable) mega-event. All of this, and the 
revellers will go home and nothing will be left for 
the poor (except probably more bills to pay).

The Games are being staged by a private 
group, but cnonnous public resources have been 
marshalled and co-opted to serve private interests. 
All of the construction and renovation, and in the end, 
not one single room will be available for the poor.

Nibs Stroupe, a local pastor and author of 
the acclaimed While We Run This Race, says that 
the Olympics are about white people taking back 
the city of Atlanta. I believe he is right. Pat 
Buchannan spoke for many privileged white people

As our city prepares to host 
the Olympic Games, there is 
concern that the police may 
be using these ordinances to 
sweep homeless people from

The ordinances 
be unconstitutional and 
be challenged in court— 

but only with your help!

your constitutional rights 
may have been violated!

when he cried out at the 1992 Republican conven­
tion: "We must take back our cities. .**

One local media commentator casually 
referred to the widely accepted assumption that the 
Olympics are Mjust the thing to rebuild the central 
city or advance the war on homeless people...*' 
(my emphasis).

Indeed, the Olympics hive provided a 
golden and unprecedented opportunity to solidify the 
spirit of this city: to accelerate the war on the poor, 
to further co-opt public resources to serve private 
interests, to circumvent and undermine democratic 
institutions and democratic process, to consolidate 
the power and privilege of the city's elite.

But in the mad rush for fame, glory, glitz, 
and riches, wc have violated the common good and 
every standard of human decency and dignity. We 
have stolen homes from thousands of poor people. 
We have abused the working poor, driving them ever 
harder and paying them less and less. Wc have 
abandoned our children and left the sick and men­
tally ill without care. We have caged our sisters and 
brothers, spitting in the face ofjustice and liberation. 
Wc have silenced the prophets and maximized the 
profits.

* Loitering
* Unauthorized persons enter­

ing vacant buildings 
persons on a 

parking lot
* Aggressive panhandling/

begging
* Washing automobile windows
* Urinating in public
* Drinking in public
* Disorderly conduct while

under the influence 
a public way

Jcnnifa- Lee h« reoendy graduated from Columhia Theological 
Seminay in Decatur, Georgia. Jennifer wan ordained on Sunday 
June 16, and will spend the next year with ub m a Resident Volunteer.

you have been homeless 
while arrested for any of 
these ordinances or if you 
have been harassed by Atlanta 
police, please call Greg 
Payne at the Task Force for 
the Homeless (1-800-448-0636) 
immediately.

If you are homeless and have 
been arrested in Atlanta for 
any of the following:





Grace and Peaces of Mail

Abby I lickox

Gratefully.

On the Woodruff Park action for public toilets

a

Cardinal Jaime Sin 
Manila

Dawn Buckwaltcr
Goshen, IN

PS. To Hannah一
Your article about Mr. Syc Presslcv |Mav 

1996 llospitalityl impressed and inspired me.

. .... 卞
Srength without compassion is violence 

Compassion without justice is weakness 
Justice without love is totalitarian 
and charity without justice is baloney

Manifold blessings. 
Your sister in Christ,

The third and concluding part of 
HHreaUh9 Faith and Poverty" wiU be 
in the August issue of HospiSlUy.

Dear Friends,
Thank you for your faithful presence not 

only to the homeless of Atlanta, our brothers and 
sisters, but also to people like me who live far away 
who arc touched and blessed by you. God be with 
each of you and all whom you serve, especially 
during the coming difUcult months.

Stacia M. Brown
Student
Candler School of Theology
Emory University
Atlanta, GA

Constance Wells
Charlotte, NC

To Ed Loring. Murphy Davis and the rest of the 
Open Door Community,

I would like to take time to thank you. I 
have visited the Open Door only a few times. Most 
recently, I attended the worship service (with the 
youth group from North Decatur Presbyterian 
Church) when Ed delivered the sermon published in 
the May 1996 IlospitalitY. It moved me that Sunday 
night and in reading it I was able to take more time 
to think and respond to it. In fact, this entire issue of 
HospitalitY moved me, as your newspaper always 
docs. When I take the time to sit down and read it. 
Hospitality gives me a peek into your community and 
reminds me not to get trapped in mine Each article, 
poem, fact, and letter you publish opens my eyes a 
little wider to our greater community in Christ and 
my responsibility in that community. I would like to 
thank you for the work you do and thoughts you 
inspire.

Dear Ed, Murphy, and Friends,
I've been meaning to write since Christ- 

when you sent that wonderful giR of the

still find our way again, on the 
that seems like one headed toward the commu­
nity of the Open Door. So even though it seems 
like a few years yet before we join you, still I 
carry you lovingly in my heart until that time.

of homeless people, its public places do provide 
shade, water, privacy, and perhaps even a bit of 
dignity to those persons who wish to find respite 
from the city. Even in the middle of San 
Francisco's poverty-stricken Tenderloin neighbor­
hood, a small park exists to oiler folks a place to 
sit down, to play chess, to slide down a slide, to 
drink from a water fountain—in short, to claim a 
moment of rest away from the relentless intensity 
of the streets.

And so, arriving in Atlanta with the eyes 
of a San Franciscan, I approached Woodruff 
Park with the sense of one who knows what 
public spaces can and ought to provide for city 
residents -both those with homes and those 
without homes. Thus when I learned that the city 
of Atlanta had just spent millions on Woodruff 
Park in order to make it impossible for homeless 
people to "loiter" there, I found myself outraged. 
WoodrufT Park is not a park; it is merely a 
lunchtime stomping-ground for the wealthy elite. 
It is enough to make us all long for San Fran­
cisco.

My first encounter with Woodruff Park 
occurred several weeks ago when I joined the Open 
Door Community's action to raise awareness of the 
need for public toilets. As our overcrowded van 
pulled up to the park, my first thought was—a 
park?! The city calls this plot of grass a park? And 
after spending two hours producing sweat and 
freckles while distributing leaflets in the broiling 
Atlanta sun, my impression of Woodruff Park 
remained much the same. In my opinion, Woodruff 
is no park; it is rather a tree-deprived, waterless, 
shadeless, inhospitable chunk of grass and cement 
located amidst an ocean of yuppies and bankers.

But perhaps I am a bit spoiled when it 
comes to parks. 1 come, after all, from San Fran­
cisco, a city known for Golden Gate Park and other 
such beautiful public spaces. Although San I'ran- 
cisco certainly has a long way to go in its treatment

mas 
spirit, the 1996 CalendarDo Not Be Afraid, but 
my own walk has been so dramatic, diHicult in 
the way of emotions, but magnificent in the way 
of purifying the heart and soul for Christ, that 
only now am I getting it finished. My life is still 
topsy-turvey, it's not over yet, this new level of 
discerning matters, but I will write a brief greet­
ing anyway.

I think about all of you a lot And even 
though I don't know you ail personally, I know 
you in the spirit, as I have since 1988 when my 
former husband and I joined the March for the 
Homeless in February of that year.

I think there are many readers like me 
who want to be there physically with you be­
cause we know you in our heart, and therefore 
long to be with you in person as well, much as we 
long to be in communion with Jesus. For as you 
know, in Christ we do not meet in the mind as the 
world docs, but in the heart.

After visiting the Open Door in 1988, I 
immediately identified myself in a dincrcnt way 
than before, as a member of a new family. And 
nothing has swayed me from that greater sense 
of who I had become and what my purpose on 
earth would be, even though the details of such 
are almost never clear ahead of time... "And I 
will bring the blind by a way that they knew not; I 
will lead them in paths that they have not known: 
I will make darkness light before them, and 
crooked things straight. These things will I do 
unto them, and not forsake them" (Isaiah 42:16).

Truly, truly, these words have come to 
pass since I stepped out of the world and into that 
divine darkness.

So often I wonder how I can continue to 
live in this increasingly heartless society, the 
agony of being in the world but not of it is becom­
ing too much at times. In a Pendlc Hill pamphlet 
titled **In the Belly of a Paradox: Contradictions in 
the Thought of Thomas Merton/* by Parker J. 
Palmer, Merton says we don't have possession of 
our hearts... ubecause they have been seized by 
concerns of scIPpreservation and sclf-cnhancc- 
ment, and by the maintenance of institutions 
which serve these ends." He goes on to lay a 
challenge to us, "One of the most difUcult things 
in life today is to gain possession of (our) heart in 
order to give it."

Indeed, the strain on the hearts of those 
of us who have regained them, is massive. That 
is why we seek relief through fellowship with one 
another, and that is why your newsletter and 
spiritual caring means so much to me Since my 
walk has often been a walk alone or with my 
spiritual brother, James, and since it's often been 
strenuous to the point of breaking down, we two 

same road, a road



Open Door Coma unit/ Worship

He gather for worship and Eucharist at 5pm on Sunday evenings
followed by supper together

our Please join usf

come
Sundaygunday wo Worship at 910; Marie Fortune, preachingJune 2noon.

afternoon our door is answered until 5:00pm.
Worship at 910; Murphy Davis, preachingJune 9

1lam-12 noon June 16

June 23

Worship at 910; Todd Ciofli, preachingJune 30

our July 7 Worship at 910; Joyce Hollyday, preaching

Worship at 910; Jennifer Lee, preachingJuly 14

July 21 Worship at 910; Music night

July 28 Worship at 910; Ed Loring, preaching

 Plcioc ADD to the HgDiUdity mailing list.

me more

Open Door Community Needs

Name  

I Address 

City Zip ,State

KMu Cui bin

• contact our Vblunteer Coordinator; Brenda Smith at 404-874-9652

From Ham fit 1:30pm, Monday through Saturday, our attention is focused
on seeing the soup kitchen and household lunch. As much as w appreciate

come before 11 or afler 1:30, it would be helpful. THANK YOU!

12  

Worship at910; Ed Loring, preaching. 
Ordination of Jennifer Lee

| I'm intereited in volunteering. Please give 
information.

Plcuc accept my tax deductible donation to the Open 
Door Community.

your coming, this is a difficult time for us to mceM donations, When you 
can come before 1] or after 1:30, it would be helpful. THANK YOU1

Worship at 910; Stan Saunders, preaching 
The Dedication of Carson Smith-Saunders

i--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 1
I If you hive found ItopitalitY helpful and would like to know more
| about the Open Door Community, plcaxc fill out, clip and send thin
| coupon to The Open Door Community * 910 Ponce de "on Ave., | 
I NE « Atlsn<a, GA 30306 4212.

JEANS
T-Shirts

Men's Wbrk Shirts 
Men's Underwear 

Quick Grits
Cheese
Coflee

Multi-Vitamins 
MARTA Tokens 
Postage Stamps 

Women's Underwear
Men'，Shoes (all sizes) 

Disposable Razors 
Tbothbrudics

Vaseline
Socks

Shampoo 
Men's Belts 
Washcloths 
Sandwiches

Vacuum Cleaner 
Soup Kitchen Vbluntcers^ 

Butler St. Breakfast \blunteers・

| Phone 
I

Moving?
Bulk mail fe not forwarded by the U.S. Postal Service. Send

^10 Pence de "<m Ave., NE. Atlanta, GA, 30306 4212, 
your i»«w mailing address as soon you know it. Please encloie 
the mailing label from your most recent iuue. Thank you!

 I would like to explore a six to twelvc-month commit­
ment ■ Reiiidcnt Volunteer at the Open Door. 
Please tend more information.

OUR MINISTRY...
SOUP KITCHEN: Wednesday-Saturday,
SUNDAY BREAKFAST: Sunday morning at 910, 7：15am 
BUTLER ST. CME BREAKFAST: Monday-Friday, 7：15am 
SHOWERS & CHANGE OF CLOTHES: Wednesday, Thursday, 

and Friday, 2-4pm (Be sure to call; schedule 
varies)

USE OF PHONE: Monday-Saturday,9am-noonr 2:00pm-5pm 
BIBLE STUDY: Alternate Tuesdays, 7:30-9pm.
WEEKEND RETREATS: Four times each year (for 

household and volunteers/supporters), next 
retreat is our annual planning retreat in 
August.

WK ARK OPKN...
Monday through Saturday: telephones a re answered 
from 9:00am until noon, from 2:00 until 6:00pm, 
and from 7:00 until 8:30pm. The building is open 
from 9:00am until 8:30pm those days (Both phone 
and door are not answered during our lunch break

Our Hospi tality Ministries incl tide: vi si tation and 
letter-writing to prisonersf anti-death penalty 
advocacy, advocacy for the homelessf medical ser- 
vi cesf and daily worship and weekly Eucharist,

from 12:30 until 2:00). Please call in advance if 
you need to arrange to come at other times. On

are open from 7: OOjun until


