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We are living in very regressive times, and the repressive power of the state is greater than ever. The U.S. government’s attempts to crush Julian Assange and WikiLeaks — thereby attacking the messenger and diverting attention from the embarrassing and incriminating message coming from leaked diplomatic cables — reveal once again the threat that truth poses to power. Messengers beware — and keep up the good work.

For the past several decades, the most prophetic voice emanating from Atlanta has come from the Open Door Community and two of its co-founders, Eduard Loring and Murphy Davis. Rooted in the gospel of Christ and ministries for homeless people and prisoners, the Open Door has continuously proclaimed a prophetic and countercultural message. Eduard Loring’s new book, “The Cry of the Poor: Cracking White Male Supremacy — An Incendiary and Militant Proposal,” continues in that prophetic stream.

The book assails American society and culture, which have been shaped and formed by a long history of White Male Supremacy. “The greatest tragedy of American history is slavery,” Loring writes. Black slavery. White Male Supremacy. And the fallout from slavery has never stopped.

With the election of an African-American president, many Americans may believe that racism, segregation and discrimination are things of the past. Not so, Loring attests, because White Male Supremacy has been institutionalized and is deeply embedded in the American Empire’s “Domination System.” “White Male Supremacy is the structure of domination, greed and terror in our nation,” he declares. It is upheld by political, economic, military, penal and religious institutions — and the tragic human debris of the system fills the Open Door’s front yard as well as jails and prisons across the country. It is a cause for outrage, speaking out, taking to the streets in protest, doing nonviolent civil disobedience and going to jail.

The book courageously and prophetically strikes close to home, by assailing Atlanta business and political leaders who have taken the side of White Male Supremacy. Loring names names, of those both for and against the white male power structure that is opposed to the interests of the poor. This book will strike a raw nerve in many people — as it should.

Of course, no one will agree with everything in this radical manifesto. For instance, I disagree with the call to “Please vote in your next election for a prosecutor …” Sorry, not me. But I embrace the thrust, the pathos, the passion expressed throughout its pages, which is always toward reducing the distance between us and the disinherited, the homeless, the prisoners.

Loring has a vision of where to go from here. He upholds the radical life and witness of Martin Luther King Jr., denounces the building of monuments to dead prophets, and deplores how people of wealth and power have subverted, co-opted and perverted King’s legacy. Reclaiming the real MLK, he says, would propel America toward a “revolution of values” and a renewal of King’s aborted Poor People’s Campaign.

The message comes with an urgency springing from the times we live in: “We never, no never, forget that we are serving the poorest of the poor in the midst of a historical disaster and an ecological catastrophe.” The message comes with an imperative to act more faithfully now in solidarity with the disinherited.

White Male Supremacy and the Domination System work to divide, fragment and isolate us. Now is the time to work to overcome our divisions, come together, live together and act together. Loring exhorts us to “Remember this: ‘The only solution is love, and love comes with community.’ (Dorothy Day) Each of us and all of us, to be fully human and free in the belly of the domination beast, must find community with others whose lives are shaped by radical Words, incendiary and militant, for peace and justice for all people. We cannot live alone. We must hold hands and circle up to the Welcome Table.”

Society presents us with many voices, many distractions. This book helps us to stay connected with what is really important, and challenges us with a message that is necessarily radical and prophetic. It is crucial to hear “The Cry of the Poor.”
